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these matters have to be dealt with in this
House and the remarks I have made re-
garding the position at Bicton alse apply
to the area in South Perth.

There is part of a reserve at Kalgoorlie,
which is also included in the Bill. In
1907, a 999 years' lease covering the land
in question was granted for a hall site to
three trustees of the Fastern Goldfields
Brewery Employees' Union of Workers.
The trustees have since ehanged under the
rules of the union, but as in the lease no
provision was made for succession and one
of the original trustees cannot be located,
it is desired that the present lease be can-
celled and a similar lease issued to the new
trustees, That is all that is involved in
the provision regarding the Kalgoorlis
area.

An addition to the Bill of last year, to
whiech I originally referred, involves an
area that was portion of the public eduea-
ticn endowment area in the vieinity of the
Katanning railway yards. The local road
board intends to establish stock saleyards
at Katanning on part of the ares marked
on the plan, which I submit to the House.
That portion of the area has been acquired
from the education endowment trustees
and the Commissioner of Railways has en-
tered into &n agreement with the road
hoard to construet new trucking yards and
a siding on the area excised from the edu-
cation endowment land. The trustees have
agreed to surrender these lots to the Crown
and the road board has agreed to pay the
value of the arca. That deseribes all the
transuctions neeessary to complete the
arrangements for the transference of the
areas I have mentioned. Later in the ses-
ston another Bill will be introduced to deal
with other reserves, bui, as T pointed out
at the initial stage of my remarks, import-
ance attaches to the early consideration
of those embodied in the Bill now before
the House hecnuse many matters are held
up awaiting its passage. T move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Mr. Mann, debate ad-
Journed.

House adjourned at 9.3 p.m.
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The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

MINISTERIAL STATEMENT.

Loan Ezxpenditure, Albany and Neigh-
bouring Districts.

The DEPUTY PREMIER: On Thurs-
day last the member for Katanning (Mr.
Watts) asked questions on notice regarding
the total of lean money expended during
the five vears ended the 30th June, 1939,
and as to how much had been expended 1,
vn the port of Albany; 2, in the remainder
of the Albany electoral district; and 3, in
the road districts of Plantagenet, Cran-
brook, Gnowangerup, Tambellup, Broome-
hill, Kent and Katanning. I replied to the
first question on Thursday last, and now
reply to the other questions as follows:—
1, £4,114; 2, £99,687; 3, £52,029.

QUESTION -UNEMPLOYMENT.

Youths’ Registration, Grants and
Benefits,

Mrs., CARDELL-OLIVER asked the
Minister for Employment:—1, How many
vouths over school age and under 25 years
registered with the Government Labour
Burean for employment? 2, How many be-
tween the ages of 18 and 25 years regis-
tered? 3, What is the total amount of Com-
monwealth grants reeeived by the Western
Australian Government frr youth employ-
ment sinec 1931 to date? 4, What are the
details of the cxpenditure of such grants?
5, Is any scheme in operation whereby
youths betwecn the ages of 18 and 25 years
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—known as the lost legion—are receiving
direet benefit from the money granted for
youth employment? 6, If so, how many? 7,
Does the Government grant any cash al-
lowance to youths of this class during their
training? 8, If so, in. what trades 8,
What is the amount granted to cach youth?

The MINISTER FOR EMPLOYMENT
replied: 1, Since the 1st Angust, 1939, the
number of youths registered was 234, and
the number placed 112. 2, Sinee the 1st
August, 1939, the number registered was 97,
and the number placed 78. 3, The State
has received £28,000 in grants from the
Commonwealth  Government under the
specific condition that this money be utilised
for buildings and permanent equipment for
technical education. 4, Kalgoorlie School of
Mines, £3,000; Wiluna School of Mines,
£1,890; Muresk College of Agriculture,
£3,200; Perth Technical College, £17,500;
Fremantle Technieal School, £500; Midland
Junction Technical School, £550; Collic
High School, £660; Bounlder Technical
School, £200; Country training, £500,
Total, £28,000. 5, The cxisting technieal
educational faecilities are open to unem-
ployed youths between the ages of 18 and
25 without payment of fees. 6, During 1939
fees have been waived in the case of 76 un-
employed applicants. This does not include
these youths eligible for free tuition by
virtue of their edueational qualifications.
7, No. 8 and 9, See answer to No. 7.

QUESTION—HEALTH ACT.
Inspection of Flats.

Hon. C. G. LATHAM asked the Minis
ter for Mealth:—1, Has any inspection of
flats within the City of Perth area been
made recently in accordanece with the pro-
visions of Section 98 of the Health Aect,
1911-1937?% 2, If so, will the Minister make
available for perusal by members the in-
spector’s report before the vofe on the mo-
tion for the disallowance of Regulation 6A
under the said Act is taken?

The MINISTER FOR HEALTH replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes.

QUESTION—HOSPITALS.
Superannuation Benefits for Staffs.

Hon. C. . LATHAM asked the Minis-
ter for Health:—1, Are the nursing staff
and other permanent employees engaged
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in Government hospitals regarded as Gov-
ernment employees? 2, Are they not per-
mitted to become contributors to the fund
established under the Superannuation and
Family Benefits Aet, 1838% 3, If not,
why? 4, Does the Government intend to
provide that these employees shall have the
same opportunity as other Government
employees to become contributors to the
fund ¥ .
The MINISTER OR HEALTH replied:
1, Yes. 2, Yes. 3, Because of the definition
of “Department’ in Section (6), part of
which reads: ‘‘the employees whereof are
remunerated with moneys (other than
grants) appropriated by the Parliament of
the State to the purpose of such Crown
instromentality.’’ The hospital employees
arc paid out of the National Hospital Fund,
whieh is not appropriated by the Parlia-
ment of the State. 4, This matter is under
consideration with a view to having them
included by an amendment of the Aect.

QUESTION-—PLANT DISEASES ACT. .
Appointment of Fruit-fly Inspector,

Mr. SAMPSON asked the Minister for
Agriculture:—1, In view of the difficulties
relating to the fruit industry in the hills
districts, does lhe Minister intend to ap-
point forthwith n froit-fly inspector to flI
the position recently vacated¥ 2, If not,
will he indieate when the appointment is
to be made?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
veplied: 1 and 2, The matter is receiving
eonsideration and =ss soon as sufficient
money is available in the Orchard Regis-
tration Fund an appointment will be made,

MOTION—NATIVE ADMINISTRATION
ACT.

To Diszallow Regulations.
MR, NEEDHAM (Perth) [436]: I

move—

That Regulations Noa. 134 to 1394, inelu-
sive, of the regulations made under the
Native Administration Aect, 1905-36, as pub-
lished in the ‘‘Government Gazette’’ of the
Sth September, 1939, and laid upon the Table
of the FHouso on the 12th September, 1938, be
and are hereby disallowed.

Members will recall that early last year
regulations tabled in this House under
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the Nafive Administration Aect caused a
considerable amount of dissatisfaction, so
much so that they were withdrawn, new
regulations being tabled. 1 am not sug-
gesting dissatisfaction exists with the regu-
lations now tabled by the Minister for the
North-West. On the contrary, general safis-
faction prevails with the regulations, A feel-
ing is abroad that so long as the present
Minister is in charge of the administration
of native affairs, not only will there be a
more efficient but also a more sympathetic
administration of his department. One point
upon which there is nneasiness, however, is
in connection with the regulations governing
the admission of representatives of churches
{o mission stations. Members will also recall
that ufter the outery last year and the tem-
porary withdrawal of the regulations, we
«Jisecovered when the fresh regulations were
iabled, that there was an alteration of
only a single word in the particnlar regu-
lations to which I have just referred, the
word “permit” being substituted for the
word “license.” As far as I can judge,
nothing bas occurred since to eause Parlia-
ment to change its mind. The only alteration
1 perceive in Regulations 134 to 139A is that
the word “pon-conformist has heen substi-
tuted for another. That word has no appli-
cation to churches in this State. There are
no non-conformist churches in Western Aus.
tralia or in the Commeonwealth because there
is no Ustablished Church in this country.
Therefore the word used is guite out of place.
Regulation 139A again provides for a board
of reference, so that if any religious nrg-
anisation is dissatisfied at being refosed a
permit to preach the gospel to the natives,
it ean appeal to the board. However, to
my mind such & board is farcical. It per-
petuates the old system that operated in the
Public Service of an appeal from Ceasar to
‘Ceasar. The Commissioner of Native Af-
fairs ic to be a member of the board of re-
ference; consequently he will be sitting in
judgment on himself. However the posi-
tion is viewed, I consider that Regulations
134 to 1394, as tabled yesterday by the
Minister for the North-West, leave the
situation jnst as it was last year and dis-
satisfaction still exists. Consideration has
heen given to the regulations by the Native
Welfare Council. Members of the council
had an apportunity to disenss the matter
because the Minister was good enough to
review the regulations in a stalement he

wade to the “West Australian” newspape:
a few days ago, previous to his having
tabled them. The council contends, and ]
agree with it, that the regulations consti
tute an infringement of religious liberty
They are not necessary so far as the work
ing of the department is eoncerned.

The Minister for the North West: Wh
gaid they are not?

My, NEEDHAM: What is more, unles
there have been developments in the pas
few months, no other State in Australia ha
regulations of this deseription governin,
churches and religious organisations. Th
eonference of aboriginal authorities held a
Canberra discussed the old regulations an
I presume the members of that conferenc
will have some comment to make on the ne
ones I am now discussing. I make no r¢
flection on the regulations generally, and
want to emphasise the point that the publi
mind has been much more easy in regard t
the gdministration of the department sin
the present Minister has been in charge, b
caase of his well-known experience of tt
natives and their customs. But there is di
satisfaction concerning the particular reg
lations I have quoted, and that is the reasc
1 have moved for their disallowance.

On motion by the Minister for the Nort]
West, debate adjpurned.

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Contraceptives.

2, Plant Diseases Act Amendment.
Transmitted to the Counecil.

BILL—LIFE ASSURANCE COMPANII]
ACT AMENDMENT.

Repori of the Committee adopted.

MOTION—METROPOLITAN MILK AC
To Disallow Regulations.

Debate resumed from the 30th Aum
on the following motion hy Mrs, Carde
Oliver (Subiaco):—-

That Regulations 102-105 and the n
Sixth Schedule under the Metropolitan M
Act, 1932.1936, as published in the ‘‘Gove
ment Gazette'” of the 9th June, 1939, ¢
laid uwpon the Table of the House on the !
Aungust, 1939 he and arc hereby disallow
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MR. CROSS (Canning) [4.47]: I was
very interesied in the remarks of the mem-
ber for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver), and
surprised at the attitude she adopted.

Mr, Warner: Naturally you would be.

Mr. CROSS: If the hon. member is not,
hi. verges at least on disloyalty to his own
State.

Mr. Thorn: You have no right to make
that remark.

Mr. Rapbael: Does that come under the
War Precautions Act?

Mr. SPEAEKER: Order!

Mr. CROSS: One striking statement was
made by the hon. member with which I in-
tend to deal. The statement, of which I
made a note at the time and which I am
certain members opposite will be very in-
tevested to hear——

My, Thorn: You read it in “Hansard”,
that is where you got it.

Mr. Warner: le made it up himself.

Mr, SPEAKER: Order!

ale. CROSS: What the hou. member said
was disloyal. She said that “at present
luastern States tinned milk is mueh superior
in quality to anything obtainable in Western
Australia.”

Mr. Warner: Are you still on tinned
milk !

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Who made that state-
ment ?

Mr, CROSS: The member for Subiacs,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: She is always right.

Mr. CROSS: And in making the state-
meul she verged on disloyalty to the indus-
try in this Stafe,

Mr. Warner: Do not go into hysterics
over it.

Mr. CROSS: It ill-becomes any member
of this Chamber to make a comparison of
that kind.

AMr. Warner: Tinned milk would not hust
you so long as the tin was oufside the milk.

Mr. CROSS: As a matter of fact, thous-
ands of cases of tinned milk are exported
from Western Australia to the Eastera
States every month. How does the mem-
ber for Subizeo know? She does not know.
Has she had samples of tinned milk ana-
lysed

Mr. Thorn: How do you know?

Mr. CROSS: Has she ascertained by
analysis the guality of Western Aunstralian
milk and Eastern States milk? The hon.
member told us that the greater portion
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of the milk mnsed in her houschold was
Sunshine powdered milk from the Eastern
States.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: T did not say that.

Mr. CROSS: 1 am not permitted to guote
“Hansard,” but members can read it for
themselves. T for one strongly resent the
action of any member in meking such dis-
creditable remarks against a Western Aus-
tralian industry. Those remarks are proh-
ably as reliable as most of the other state-
ments made by her.

Mr. Sampson:
motion ¥

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! .

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member made
other statements. She told us that the
three members of the Melbourne Milk
Board were not interested in the produc-
tion of milk or in the retail side of the
business, but were interested only in the
welfare of the community as a whole.

Mr., Warner: Did the member
Subiaco say that?

Mr. CROSS: Had the hon. member lis-
tened, he would have heard the statement. -

My, Warner: I think you copied that.

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member may read
it in “Hansard.”

Mr. Warner: That is where you got it.

Mr., CROSS: On the staiement of the
memher for Subiaco the members of the
Melbourne Milk Board are interested in the
welfare of the community. Yet not one
member of the Melbourne board has been
known to advocate two deliveries a day;
they are satisfied with the present system.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Who told you so?

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member proeeeded
to tell us that not many hot days were
experienced in Melbourne. Anyone who
knows the climate in Melbourne is aware
that during the shorf summer the weather
is most humid and sultry—conditions that
are inimiea! to the preservation of milk.

Several members interjected.

AMr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member said we
should have doetors as members of the Milk
Board, but she did not tell us why.

Mr. Thorn: We shall have to get a doctor
for you presently.

Mr. CROSS: Doctors are notoriously
poor business men; they cannot even look
after their own affairs,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: But they are good
medical men.

Why not debate the

for
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Mr. CROSS : T have nothing to say about
their medieal ability, but [ think doetors be-
eome too engrossed in their work. Often
they forget to send out bills for fees due to
them.

Mr. Patrick: You are lucky if you have
found a doctor of that sort.

The Minister for Health: Tell me a doctor
who forgets to send his accounts.

Mr. CROSS: I propose to quote figures
to show that there is very little demand for
a double delivery of milk daily in the
greater metropolitan area. I shall give the
figures of dairymen in the Canning elee-
torate, which probably has the largest num-
ber of dairymen of any distriect in the
greater metropolitan area. My friend Paddy
Burke, of Canning Vale, delivers 70 gallons
of milk a day. He makes one delivery a
day, has never made more, and has never
had any demand for a second delivery. A
somewhat larger producer who delivers hun-
dreds of gallons of milk a day—incidentally
he delivers 117 gallons daily in the Subiaco
electorate—is C. W. Treasure, of Canning-
ton.

Mr. Warner: How many c¢ows has he?

Mr. CROSS: A lot.

The Minister for Agriculture: And a good
kerd, too.

Mr. CROSS: He has one of the best
herds in the State and the milk supplied
13 of good quality. He informs me that he
has never had one request from the Subiaco
district for a second delivery a day.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: He supports me be-
eause his milk is good.

Mr. CROS8S: Another vendor E. F.
Browne, of Cannington, delivers 53 gallons
a day and makes only one delivery.

Mr. Warner: Of course you are not ad-
vertising !

Mr., CROSS: Another from the Victoria
Park district, R. M. Mounsey, a man I have
known for 35 years, delivers 375 gallons a
day in Vietoria Park. He delivers twice a
day and says that less than five per cent.
is delivered in the afternoon.

Mr. Hughes: I should like to know how
he obtained a license for such a large quota.

Mr. Warner: Perhaps it shows how much
water he uses,

Mr. CROSS: F. J. Roberts supplies 240
gallons daily to about 1,000 ecustomers in
South Perth.

Mr, Warner: Is that the owner of the
racehorues ¥
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Mr. CROSS: No, this man devotes all his
time to the milk business. He is regarded
not only by the Milk Board, but also by
all who know him as one of the best dairy-
men. He 1is certainly an example to
others, and I do not say that merely because
he lives in South Perth. Mr. Roberts has
delivered in South Perth for 27 years, and
for seven months of the year—April to
October inclusive—has made one delivery
a2 day, and there have been no complaints.
In the other five months he has delivered
twice daily excepting on Wednesdays and
Sundays. Mr. Roberts is a very obliging man,
and if a customer wants milk twice daily, he
can have it, but no request has been made
for a second delivery. Mr. Roberts supplies
milk in sealed bottles specially for babies;
he delivers about 100 bottles a day.

Mr, Thorn: From the same cows?

Mr. CROSS: In a nofice to customers, he
offers to deliver this milk twice or thrice
daily if required. Yet he has not had one
request for a seeond delivery.

Mr. Thorn: Who prepared vour notes?

Mr, CROSS: Mr. Roberts has taken the
trouble to have every customer interviewed
and he says that of his thousand customers
only six desired a second delivery.

Mr., Warner: To make the inquiry must
have taken much time?

Mr. CROSS: He employs a fair sized
stafi and the men made the inquiries in the
course of their work. Mr. Roberts set out
to meet the requirements of the public.

Mr. Warner: I thought the men were
fully employed on the work of delivery.

Mr. CROSS: I wish to break down an-
other of the arguments of the member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver). She said
the milk might be 70 hours old when used
by the customer., Let me take the present-
day procedure. Very soon after the cows
in the metropolitan area are milked, the
milk is chilled to a temperaiure below 40
degrees Fahrenheit. Some years age a
select eommittee was appointed to inquire
into the milk question. The investigation
showed that provided milk was ehilled to
40 degrees—this is being done—there could
be no growth of bacteria, and in such eir-
cumstances there could be no deterioration
in the quality of the commodity. I under-
stand that information is available in the
records of this Chamber to prove that no
deterioration was found, on analysis, to
have taken place in the milk, When the
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wmitk is chilled as I have deseribed, it makes
little diiference whether it is delivered two
hours after the e¢ows are milked or 20
hours after, seeing that its quality remains
the same.

Mr, Thorn: Who prepared your notes?

Mr. CROSS: I am able to prepare my
own, unlike the hon, member who has to
get someone else to do his.

Mr. Thorn: Someone on the Milk Board
prepared those notes.

Mr. CROSS: Nothing of the kind. I have
not interviewed a member of the board for
a couple of years. Reference was also made
to the proclamation of the regulations. In
another place a member asserted that the
whole question rested with the Arbitration
Court, Men delivering milk in the greater
metropolitan area are doing so under con-
ditions laid down by the court award. That
doeument not only lays down the rate of
wages to be paid but prescribes the num-
ber of hours to be worked. It provides
that the employees shall work 46 hours
in a week of seven days, at the rate of 61%
hours per day. Incidentally, they can make
their deliveries over nine-hour periods.
The emplovers do not mind whether the
men call twice at a house during the 6%
hours (either morning or afternoon), or
whether they cover the whole ground in
the one period. Mr. Roberis has pointed
out that searcely anyone wants a second
delivery.

Myr. Warner: He is some man!

Mr. CROSS: He is a good man.

Mr. Warner: How does the Arbitration
Court come into this?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I ask the mem-
ber for Mt. Marshall to keep order.

Mr. CROSS: The wages and hours pre-
seribed in the award are being observed.
The Milk Board has nothing to do with
the hours worked by the men. If does not
signify what hours the board preseribes.
Mill is being delivered according to the
regulations now in force and according to
the award. It can be delivered either once
daily or twice a day.

Mr. Warner: What is your view?

Mr., CROSS: The employers have found
so few people who reguire milk delivered
twice a day that they consider it not worth
while catering for so small a percentage of
their customers, They also point out that
should a family anywhere in the preater
metropolitan area run short of milk, someone
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in the house can cobtain an extra supply
from o near-by shop. I wish to draw
attention to one or two phases of the re-
tail section of the industry. That does not
appear to have been dealt with in another
place during the debate on this subjeet.
SBome 27 years ago those who delivered
muk in the greater metropolitan area were
paid 7s. a day, working eight homrs a day
for seven days a week.
Mr. Warner: Who told you thatf

Mr. CROSS8: I have seen the books of
une employer who paid those wages, and
I know the statement is correct.

Mr. Warner: Then it must be true.

Mr. CROSS: At that time milk was sold
at 3%4d. a pint. To-day the same employer
1s paying his men 16s. a day for working
614 hours a day, and the price of milk is
still 3%d. a pint. The dairymen know their
own business best. In the metropolitan ares
it has been proved that for the most part
people do not reguire a second delivery of
milk. So few are they in number as to he-
come a negligible quantity. Last week the
member for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver)
said that bottled milk cost more in Sydney
than did milk delivered otherwise, the price
being 9d. a bottle. In Perth also, bottled
milk costs more; that is only natural. When
a dairyman supplies milk in bottles, even
though many eustomers may clean their own
hottles, he finds it necessary—to ensure the-
delivery of wholesome milk—to scour the
hottles on his own premises.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Are the bottles not
cleaned here, and is not the price of the mitk
contained in them 7d. a quart®

Mr. CROSS: The hon. member will find
upon inquiry that, when milk is supplied
in hottles in this State, an extra price is
charged.

Mr. Warner: How would you like a
bottle of it now?

Mr. CROSS: In my distriet, bottled
milk eosts more than milk delivered in
another way. That appertains through-
out the metropolitan area. The dairymen
have to pay not only for the cleansing pro-
cess, but have to replace broken bottles.
Milk thus delivered must cost more
than that delivered in the ordinary way.
A canvass was recently made of the house-
holders, numbering abont 100, residing in
three streets in my eclectorate. It was
found that not 3 per eent. of the people
had ever taken milk twice a day. They
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said they did not desire it. The mothers
-of babics have declared that they receive
special milk for their little omes. They
do exactly what they are teld to do by
the infant health centre, and take every
care of the milk. They want it delivered
in the morning only. I have told mem-
bers of the experience of the dairyman
who has been in business for more than
20 years. He has been supplying a special
milk for babies, and has had no requests
for a sececond delivery. The gentleman to
whom I rvefer has supplied praetically all
the mothers in South Perth, His know-
ledge and expericnee have proved most
valuable. Ile has rendercd a service to
the publie, and helieves in doing so. Of
what use is it to institute a double ser-
viee daily when that is not required by the
people concerned? I agree with the regu-
lations. 1 consider them sound and fair.
1 hold that the provision for one delivery
per day meets the requirements of the
publie, Consequently I oppose the motion,

MR. NEEDHAM (P’erth) [5.11]: I have
no hesitation at all in opposing the motion
of the member for Subiaco to disallow these
regulations. I am surprised that so much
agiiation is taking place with a view to dis-
allowing regulations which te my mind are
of a most humane nature, and to trying to
make it appear that those who oppose the
disallowance are people without any regard
for the health of children. The hasis of the
hon. member’s argument was a plentiful
supply of milk for children, and especially
for the children of poorer parents, I yield
to no one in my advocaey of pure milk, and
not only for children but alse for adults.
Like the Minister for Health, I was given a
lot of milk when I was a child. However, it
did not eause me to grow very tall, Apart
from that sspeet, I realise the benefit of a
plentiful supply of pure milk. In my
opinion disallowance of these regulations
will not prevent that plentiful supply. The
regulations have been brought in at the re-
quest of the retailers who supply the milk to
the people, at the request of the producers
who produce the milk, and also at the ve-
quest of the men who deliver the milk,
whether by motor ear or motor truek or
ordinary horse and eart. I have yet to learn
that there has been any clamour from the
industrial suburbs of the metropelitan area
for the disallowance of the regulations.
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Speaking last night with a retailer who has
60O customers on his books-—moreover, in an
industrial centre—l was informed that he
had taken the trouble to make a canvass of
his customers to discover how many of them
desired diszllowance of the rewulations and
an afternoon supply of milk. Out of those
600 customers, only six desired an afternoon
supply.

Mrs, Cardelt-Oliver: If those six customers
have children, do not you think they wounld
deserve consideration?

My, NEEDHAM : Every man and woman
and ehild in the world is worthy of con-
sideration. T would remind my hon. friend
that she bas now been for some time a legis-
lator und that therefore she should realise
that we cannot provide for the convenience
of evervhody; that in conueetion with most
legislation, somebody must suffer. Let me
answer her question, “Do not those six
people require consideration 77 by telling hex
that the men who distribule the milk to those
six persons require consideration also,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Yes, but they are
nol habies.

Mr, NEEDHAM: No; hut they are human
heings.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: But not ehildren.

Mr. NEEDHAM: BRBahies do not saffer
beeause of the fuct that these regulations
permit the men who distribute milk to have
a little more leisure than they have been
getting.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not the point,

Mr. Lambert: Do I not understand that
hundreds of gallons of wmilk arc thrown
away?

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NEEDHAM: If I had an enemy in
this world at all, I think I would condemn
him to become a distributor of milk, I eould
not wish him a worse fate.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: A worse fate would
be to put him on sustenance.

Mr. NEEDHAM: ‘“Sustenance!” The
parrot ery of my hon. friecnd. I care not
what subjeet is being discussed in this
Assembly, from my hon. friend there comes
the parrot cry of “sustenance.” We are
discussing not sustenance but the hon. mem-
ber's motion, and I tell her quite frankly that
whilst the child must be eonsidered, so must
the adult. In opposing her motion for dis-
allowanee of the regulations I am thinking
of the father of the child as well as the child.
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Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: The father has a
vole, but the child has not.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Yes; he has a vote.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: That is the point.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Again my hon. friend
® suggesting the vote. Like herself 1 am
sent here by the votes of the people; and
so far I have always had the eourage to ex-
press my opinion on any question hefore the
Chair, irrespective of votes. Let me, if I
can, diseuss this motion without sordid sug-
gestions of votes being made by my hon.
friend.

Mrs. Cerdell-Oliver: Not by me.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I mentioned that if I
had an enemy I would condemn him to the
fate of being a distributor of milk. The
distributor of milk is at work all the time.
He has no social life whatever. We know
at what hours the distributors come into
our homes, and the hours they work, night
and day., Surely if these men ean be re-
lieved of some of the misery which is caused
by such long hours, we are doing them good
by relieving them and this without injuring
anyone else. Milk producers and retailers
and their employees, ineluding distributors,
are heartily in favour of the regulations.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Some of them are.

Mr, NEEDHAM : Well, some of them.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: And some are not.

Mr. NEEDHAM: In all these cases there
are dissentients. It is not possible in every
case to cater for the minority.

Mr., Fox: There are “narks” everywhere.

Mr. J. Hegney: There are “narks” in
Heaven.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Prior to the introdue-
tion of these regumlations, milk distribution
in the metropolitan area was most hap-
hazard. Milk, as I said, was delivered at
all hours of the day and night. We have
heard something in this connection about
the other States. May I refer, for the in-
formation of the member for Subiace, to
the position obtaining in New South Wales
and Victoria. In the cities of Sydney and
Melbourne there are milk boards. Western
Australia is not the only State which has
established a milk hoard. Judging from dis-
cussions in this Chamber, one might some-
times feel inclinded to think that our milk
board was a curse. I hold the opinion that
milk boards are a blessing.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: The retailers will not
love you.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!
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Mr. NEEDHAM: I am endeavouring o
deal with facts, apart from love or sentiment.
In Sydney the hours for distribution
of milk are from 3.45 to 830 am.; 13
neon to 6 p.m., and from 345 to 9 a.m. on
Sundays and public holidays. Deliveries
may be made by dairymen-vendors between
12 noon and 3.30 p.m. but very few are so
made. In Melbourne the hours are from
1 a.m. to 9 a.m., except in the city proper,
where the deliveries are from 1 am. to 13
noon. I do not know whether Dr, Btang
has inquired regarding the health of the
children in Sydney or Melbourne.

Mr. Lambert: Or in Colombo.

Mr. NEEDHAM: I suggest that the
children of Sydney and Melbourne are just
as healthy as those to be seen in Perth.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: They are healthier
in those centres, aceording to Dr. Stang’s
report.

Mr. NEEDHAM: There is no evidence
at all of that.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: There is a differ.
ence in the climate.

The Minister for Health: The hon. mem-
ber never made that eomparison,

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mr. NEEDHAM: Under the old sys-
tem, the quantity of milk delivered in the
afternoon was negligible as ecompared with
the morning's supplies. That is a featnre
that must be remembered.

Mr. Lambert: Most of the women would
be ont shopping in the afternoon.

Mr. NEEDHAM.: The more we inguire
into this subject, the more we appreciate
that there is nothing at all in the econ-
tention advanced by the member for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) that the
health of the children will be adversely
affected becanse of the new regulations.
Many vendors made no deliveries in the
afternoon cven when the old regulations
operated, and those that did deliver in the
afternoons did not do so on Wednesdays
and Sundays or on Saturdays and Sun-
days.

Mrs. Cardell-Qliver: That does not make
it right.

Mr. NELEDHAM: No, but the hon. mem-
per referred to the position in Syd-
ney and remarked upon the difference be-
tween the climate there and in Perth.
T snggest to her that the climate of Sydney s
much more humid than elsewhere in the
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Commonwealth.  Our most humid day in
Perth canpot compare with any humid day
in Sydney. Branching off from that aspect,
and still having relation to the question of
elitnate, will the member for Subiaco sug-
gest that we ean  specially arrange the
weather for Saturdays, Sundays or Wednes-
days?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: No.

Mr. NEEDHAM : Were there not hot Sun-
day, Wednesday and Saturday afternoons
during which, under the old regulations,
there were no afternoon deliveries of milk?

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Under the old sys-
lem we could have two or three deliveries,
and get milk when we desired it.

Mr. NEEDHAM: 1 have pointed out to
the hon. member that she could not get milk
delivered under the old conditions on cer-
tain afternoons. I have pointed out that
in some places where she does not live—I
am speaking of suburbs where I have lived,
or know the eonditions best—she could not
have milk delivered, nor could she get sup-
plies, unless she went to a shop and made
her purchase there. The hon. member knows
most about Nedlands, Peppermint Grove,
Claremont and—

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver:
please.

My, NEENHAM: That is the suburb the
hon. memboer represents in this Hounse.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: And I live there.

Mr. NMEDHAM : Exactly. But I suggest
the hon. moewmber knows much more about
the ronditions that obtain in the suburbs T
mentioned, which are not industrial centres.

Mys. Cardell-Oliver: Yon do not know
what you are talking about.

Mr. NEEDHAM: Under the old regula-
tions the hon. member could not have milk
delivered in the afternoon.

Mrs. (ardell-Oliver: That was the fault of
legislators. The people should have been
ahle to obtain deliveries of milk in the after-
noon,

M. NEEDHAM: Unquestionably, the
memher for Subiaco based the whole of her
contentions on the health of the child.
YWhen she replies to the debate, which
no dounht she will do in her inimitable
and able manner, I want her to
prove that the health of children is en-
dangered becaunse of no afternoon deliveries
of milk. Prior to the introduction of the
present regulations, no afternoon deliveries
were made in Fremantle over a period of
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many years. [ refer to the members repre-
senling Fremanile constituencies for con-
firmation of my statement. Fine specimens
of children may be secn in the Fremantle
districts, and I ask the member for Subiaco
whether the children of Fremantle compare
unfavourably with those to be found in Pep-
permint Grove, Claremont, Nedlands, or
cven Subiaco, despite the fact that for many
years past milk has not been delivered in
the afternoon throughout the Fremantle
area.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: But Dr, Stang says—

Mr. NEEDHAM: Oh, Dr. Stang! We
shall hear a lot more about her.

Mr. Fox: At any rate, hoth the Fremantle
football teams are in the final four this
season,

Mr. NEEDHAM: 1 intend neither to
praise nor to condemn Dr. Stang, who is not
here to defend herself. I desire to leave her
out of any criticism 1 may voice. 1 have
becn in Western Australia for many years
and my expericnce goes to prove that the
people living in industrial suburbs are satis-
fied to have morning deliveries of milk. 1
have become just as familiar with the con-
ditions in most of the metropolitan suburhs
as are other members, and I confess that
since the new regulations were gazetted I
have not heard one word of complaint about
their application. The request for an after-
noon delivery, so far as I have been able to
gather, has come, for the most part, from
residents of D’cppermint Grove or some-
where in that vicinity. I do not think there
are too many induostrial establishments in
that part of the metropolitan area. The old
delivery system, as I have already men-
tioned, imposed great hardships on milk
carters, who were able to enjoy only broken
periods of rvest. Surely it is necessary that
some considerstion be shown for the inter-
ests of those men, particularly when that
consideration will result in no injury to the
health of others. The member for Subiaco
is an experienced business woman, and if she
were in the milk business she would quickly
appreciate the fact that afternoon deliveries
would not pay. Overhead eosts are inereased
und afternoon deliveries become most ex-
pensive. Retailers why delivered milk twice
daily had to travel the same distance in the
afternoon as was covered for the morning
delivery.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver:
point.

That is not the
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Mr. NEEDHAM: No, not the point that
the hon. member has in view, but I am re-
minding her that it is an aspect to be con-
sidered. This problemn has its economic side.
I assure her that if she were engaged in the
milk business, she would certainly consider
the economic phase in relation to overhead
expenses. ot only do the carters have to
travel the same distance in the afternoon as
in the morning, but they have to do so for
the purpose of delivering not more than
from 5 to 10 per cent. of their ordinary
morning supplies. More often the quantity
represents 5 per cenf. than 10 per cent.
Again, not only is the afternoon delivery
expensive and the volume fo be delivered
only 5 per cent. of the morning sup-
ply, but very often the milkman’s
afternoon eall is in vain because when he
knocks at the door, no one is at home.
So his work and labour have gone for noth-
ing. Again, climatic eonditions enter into
the question becanse the delivery of milk
in the metropolitan area during the heat of
the day in summer time is bad. Despite
endeavours to keep milk cool by eneasing it
in canvas bags, we are aware that the hot
easterly winds dry the bags very quickly.
Then the milk becomes heated and we
know that heat on milk has a deleterious
effect. Thus again the question of
health comes in. When milk is delivered
in such circumstances we can rest assured
it eannot remain in anything like good con-
dition and so cannot be given to children, or
adults either. It has been contended by
those who are opposing the motion and are
in favour of the retention of the regnlations,
that milk delivered to consumers in the
morning and kept in a eool place is better
than the milk delivered to consumers after
it has heen moved ahout during the heat of
the day. I do not know whether the member
for Snbiaco bas made inquiries about the
milk so delivered. If she has done so, she
mnst know that it is then of exceptionally
good quality. The milk supplied in Perth
eompares more than favourably with that
supplied to consumers in the Eastern capi-
tals. We know that there is no hardship
imposed on the consumer who has neither
an ice chest nor a refrigerator. The hon.
member suggested that if the poorer people
did not get milk delivered in the afternoon,
their health and that of their children would
snffer because they were not able to afford
a refrigerator or an ice chest. T agree with
her that the workers, especially those on the
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basic wage, cannot afford the luxury of
either an ice chest or a refrigerator; but the
worker can afford something just as good
in which to keep the milk cool, and prevent
it from getting into that state that it be-
comes unfit for human consumption. Milk
can be kept in a Coolgardie safe, which can
always be guspended in a eool place or
wherever there may be a bhreeze. Alter-
natively, milk ¢an be boiled and then it will
keep for a longer period. My children have
consumed milk in the ordinary way and they
are healthy.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: But you have plenty
of money.

Mr. NEEDHAM : The question of money
does not enter into it at all; and so I treat
that interjection with the supreme contempt
it deserves. So far as I am aware the Milk
Board has not received any objections to the
regulations from the industrial section of
the community, Objections have come
primarily from the member for Subiaco and
from members of local government associa-
tions, and those objections have been fos-
tered and inspired. I support the regula-
{ions and oppose the hon. member's motion
for their disallowance. I hope the House
will refuse to agree to the motion and I am
confident that if the regulations are per-
mitted to remain in foree the consumers
will continue to be just as healthy as they
have ever heen.

MR, FOX (South Fremantle) [5.35]: I
too intend to oppose the disallowance of
the regulations mostly on the same grounds
as have been advanced by the two previous
speakers. I endorse the remarks of the
member for Canning (Mr, Cross) who ex-
pressed disapproval of the anti-Western
Australian statements of the memner for
Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) in running
down a local product and hoosting a pro-
duct from the Eastern States. The hon.
member’s attitude is most unfortunate, par-
tieularly at a time like the present when the
Minister for Industrial Development is en-
deavouring to establish new industries in the
State and giving every encouragement to
those that are alrcady in existence. More
particularly are the hon. member’s remarks
unfortunate seeing that she is one of our
legislators.

Mr. Hughes: Where did you get the ma-
terio]l for your suit?
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Mr. FOX: [ always patronise Western
Australian products. However, I have no
wish to be side tracked because what the
hon. member suggests has nothing to do with
the matter under discussion. The member
for Subiaco also stated that the milk vendor
to receive encouragement should be the per-
son who supplies what is known as “one
cow’s milk” 1 have diseussed that aspeect
with a dairyman who has been in business
at Fremantle for over 35 years and he said
that there is no sueh thing as one cow's
milk, ‘and that if such were supplied, in
many cases the result would he injurious to
the eonsumer, particularly a child. He de-
clared that it was better to have the milk
mixed and he added that that was always
done. T call to mind something that was
done by & man who was delivering milk in
Melbourne. He had a special blue lahel
for the one-cow milk that was to be deli-
vered for children. If he ran short of one-
cow milk, he had a supply of blue labels
with him, and stuck some of them on other
bottles. The customers were certainly under
the impression they were getting one-cow
milk, but it did not seem to make any differ-
ence. The member for Subiaco said that
Dr. Dale—who is at present in Melbourne—
had stated it would be necesary for con-
sumers to have a refrigerator or ice-chest
in order to keep milk wholesome. In
my opinion, an ice-chest is about the worst
place in which to keep milk. T was on the
enstern goldfields some 25 or 30 years ago.
I lived 30 miles from a railway and we had
one delivery of milk a day. Wearly all the
tesidents of the distriet were young married
people, most of whom had one or two child-
ren. They experienced no difficulty in keep-
ing milk fresh in the way deseribed by the
member for Perth {Mr. Needham). Kach
resident had a Coolgardie safe, construeted
of « framework eovered with hessian. Water
~was not as plentiful in the district as it is in
Perth. We had to catch &ll water for
drinking purposes from the rain that fell
during the vear. A dam hed been construc.
ted with a capacity of about 3,000,000 gal-
Tons, and the water from it was used for
+washing, and so forth. We were adversely
wsituated so far as keeping milk was con-
cerned, yet not one child died there during
the whole of the time I resided in the dis-
trict. The temperature ranged as high as
112 to 118 degrees in the shade. On very
wnany days during the summer, it was well
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vver 100 degrees, yet the mothers had m
difficulty in rearing their children,

I know that the member for Subiaco wen
te much tremble in preparing her case fo
the disallowanee of these regulaiions.  Om
weould think, however, that she would haw
given some mortality fizures to prove tha
the discontinuanee of the second deliver
was harmful to children. In Fremantl
there has been only one delivery of milk pe
day sinee 1911. T took the trouble to obtai
ficures of the mortality of infants for th
two years preceding the period when on
delivery was made and the two followin
years. There is very little difference in th
figures. In 1909-10, execluding still-bor
children, the number of deaths was 99. T
the period 1912-13, the number was 93, s
there was a reduwetion in the latter period
when only one delivery was made. I ar
not maintaining that onc delivery is bette
than two in this respeet, but the mortalit
figures show little difference. The numbe
of children who died under the age of on
month in 1909-10 was 31; in 1912-13 it wa
27. The number of children who died unde
the age of two years would not, I thinl
be greater after the one delivery than ;
was when two deliveries were made.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Wages have altere
and conditions have changed.

Mr. FOX: If every person in Wester
Australia were in receipt of the basie wag
T believe it would not matter whether the
had milk or not. 1 know families in th
Fremantle district who are as good a typ
as ean be seen anywhere.  In faet, the
would take first prize if they entered i
an exhibition, and vet they do not eonsum
milk at all. T myself drank very little mil
when I was young, although I lived in
farming distriet. It was not customary f¢
the people there to drink much milk. W
had an abundant supply of vegetables.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: How did you get o
when you were a baby?

Mr. FOX: I do not remember. T sea
to have got on fairly well, however, becaus
I did not cost my parents much for medie
attention. In fact, I have enjoyed goo
health throughout my life. 1 have discusse
the regulations with doctors, who informe
me that young children in the Fremant
distriet are under no disability whatever b
canse of milk being delivered only on
daily.
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I will now deal with the ¢onditions under
which people delivering milk worked pre-
vious to 1906, when two deliveries daily
were made. Those men worked, 365 days a
yvear—seven days & week. They bad no
10lidays, unless they met with an accideni
r were ill, and one could bardly call time
»ff under such conditions a holiday. They
vere out in all kinds of weather; they ran
‘he risk of falling over electric wires that
1ad come down; and they had to put up
with many bhardships. Recently I read
etters in the newspapers from people com-
slaining that they had been disturbed by
nilk-carters in the early hours of the morn-
ng. ‘Those people ought o bhe thankful
hat they do not have to rise at 4 o’clock
n the morning.

Member: One o’clock.

Mr. FOX: Or at one, two or three o’clock
n the morning to deliver milk. They ought
o be grateful that they can lie in bed while
he rain is peliing down, and should sym-
rathise with the milkman who has to rise
o early in order that his customers may
iave fresh milk for breakfast. Between the
reers 1906 and 1909, there was an agitation
n Fremantle to give the milkmen Sunday
fternoon off. What happened then is hap-
yening now. Vigorous protests eame from
mch people as the member for Subiace.
Chey said they could not do without the
econd delivery of milk on Sunday, How-
wer, the proposal was given a trial. The
yroblem then arose as to what shomld be
lone with the milk that ordinarily was de-
ivered on the Sunday afternoon. It was
lecided to store it in the freezing chamber
& the ice works. The milk was frozen into
. solid block, left there and delivered the
ollowing Saturday, so it was a week old
vhen it was delivered.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver : Most dishonest.

Mr. FOX: At all events, that is true,
vhether it he dishonest or not. I got the
nformation from a dairvman who was in
he industry at the time and still is. Shertly
fterwards, it was deemed advisable to give
he men another half-day off. There was
he same opposition. However, the men got
Vednesday afternvon off. Wednesday atter-
won’s milk was then treated in the same
sav as the Sunday afternoon’s milk was
reated. It was put into a freezer, and de-
vered three days afterwards. Sunday
fternoon's milk was sold on Wednesday,
pd Wednesday afterngon’s milk on the fol-
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lowing Sunday. That is how the difficulty
was overcome. In 1911, it was decided that
the men should get one day B week off.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Why work at allt

Mr. FOX: It must be remembered that
at that time the same faeilities were not
available for cooling milk as exist to-day.
The custom ‘then was to put the milk in cans,
and place in the cans tubes about 18 inches
long and six inches wide, into whieh ice was
packed. The milk was kept in the cans
in this way until the following morning.
The carters would begin to deliver.the milk
very early in the morning. In those days
the vendors were mostly producer-retailers.
The carters would go out the following
morning with the previous night's milk.
Then, after the morning milking had heen
done the producers would meet the cartors
somewhere in the distriet and deliver to them
the rest of the milk. I would like to see one
delivery a day continued in order that milk-
men might be assured of more comfortable
eonditions. At present they are social out-
casts. They go to bed in the afternoon and
have to be up between 1.30 a.m. and 2 aan.
so that they have no social life whatever. It
is nearly time that one delivery a day was
given a fair trial thronghout the metropoli-
tan area. Therefore I hope the House will,
by a large majority, refuse to disallow the
regulations,

MR. McLARTY (Murray-Wellington)
[5.51]: My speech on this matter will be
brief, but I feel that I should say some-
thing as I represent a large body of pro-
dueers, X have consuited a number of the
producers in my district and they appear
to be offering no objeetion, Not one pro-
dueer with whom I have discussed the mat-
ter has opposed the regmlations. At the
same time I eannot say that they are par-
tienlarly keen about them. They do feel
that the Milk Board is responsible for the
sale and distribution of milk, and conse-
quently shouid not be embarrassed, I
should like the Minister in his reply--

The Mimster for Agrieulture: I have not
the rizht of reply.

My, MeLARTY: That is so, but the
Minister will probably speak, and I wonld
like him to give us an assurance when he
does reply—

Mr. Thorn: He will not be replying.

Mr. MelLARTY: I shonld like him when
he speaks to give us an assurance that if
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the regulations prove to be responsible for
a reduction in the consumption of milk he
will have them withdrawn,

The Minister for Agriculture: 1 shall be
pleased to do so.

Mr. McLARTY: I am very glad to hear
the Minister say that.

Mr. Seward: It will be too late then.

Mr. J. Hegney: I understood that the
prodacers approved of the regulations.

Mr. McLARTY: The producers are
adopting a trustful attitude towards the
board in this matter. I was somewhat
alarmed in reading a speech made by the
Hounorary Minister in another place to
note that he said the disallowance of the
regulations would strike a vital blow at the
Act.

Mr. Thorn: He was only blufiing.

Mr. MeLARTY: I am not prepared to
say that he was bluffing.

The Minister for Health: He never does
that.

Mr. McLARTY: I feel that if a vital
Dblow is struck at the Metropolitan Milk
Act the position of producers engaged in
the industry will be, to say the least of
it, very serious indeed. I would not take
the risk of doing anything that might have
the effect of bringing the producers back
to the standard that existed before the
hoard came inte being. They were ex-
ploited; there is no question about that.
T do not know of any other section of the
community that is more easily exploited
than those producing whole milk.

Mr. Thorn: The Honorary Minister was
threatening them.

Mr., McLAHTY: I do not suggest that
the Hoaorary Minister was threatening the
producers but he did say that a vital blow
would be struck at this particular Aet if
the regulations were disallowed.

Mr. Thorn: Well, that is a threat.

Mr. Rodoreda: It is a faet; not a threat.

Mr. McLARTY: I do not want any vital
blow to be struck at the Act. The member
for Perth {Mr. Needham) went to some
pains to explain the conditions under
which the retailers work. I would also
like to inform the House, thongh I daresay
members already know, that the producers
themselves work long hours. They work
for seven days a week, and many of them
are social outcasts just as the hon. mem-
ber said the distribnters were. The regu-
lations have heen framed with the idea
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of reducing the cost of the distribution of
milk. Who is to get the benefit of that re-
duetion? Are the reduced costs to help
the retailers. or is every section of the
industry to receive some benefit? Are the
producers to derive uny advantage from
the decreased cost¥ I think that members
are aware that the producer iz supposed to
receive 1s. 4d, a gallon for his milk. Many
consumers believe that he actually does
receive that amount, whereag in fact he
gets nothing of the kind. Indeed he cob-
tnins considerably less. The return to
some producers is very much below 1s. 4d.
Mr. Rodoreda: How is that?

Mr. McLARTY: The cost of transport,
spillage, and the fees due to the board, a:
well as other costs, reduce the amount be-
low the 1s. 4d. fixed by the board.

Mr. Hughes: Every producer and manu.
facturer has to bear ({ransport costs

Mr. McLARTY: I am aware that trins
port costs have to be met.

The Minister for Agriculture: That i
quite a legitimate charge.

Mr. McLARTY: What I am trying tc
point out is that the producer is not getting
1s. 4d., but considerably less. The consumer
pays 2s. 4d. per gallon for his milk—and ir
some cases more than that—as against the
1s, 4d. which the produeer receives. Thi
spread is far too great. The fact has beer
pointed out to this House many timmes. Mj
view is that in the event of a reduection ir
the cost of distribution the producers shoulc
benefit from it.

Mr. Fox: What about nationalising th
industry$

Mr. McLARTY: Of eourse the hion. mem
ber is now discussing one of his pet subjects
and it is & subject upon which he and T dis
agree.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! The hon. mem
her is getting away from the motion, too, ]
think.

Mr. McLARTY: I do not propose to dis
cuss the ramifications of the Metropolitar
Milk Aet. The whole guestion will be de
bated hy the House shortly. All I am con
cerned about at present is the singly
delivery. We have bheen told that sucl
delivery is the custom in ecities like Mel
bourne, Sydney and Fremantle, and, T think
even in Kalgoorlie. If the system is success
ful in those places I do not see why it shoul
not function just as suecessfully in th
metropolitan area. Milk ean still be ob
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tained from the shops. I think the member
for Subiaco (Mrs. Cardell-Oliver) is unduly
worried about a possible shortage of milk.
Again, the chairman of the Milk Board told
us that only 5 per cent., or at the most 10
per cent. of the milk consumed has in the
past been delivered in the afterncon. I do
aof think there should be much diffienlty in
srranging for the 5 per cent. or 10 per cent.
‘0 be delivered in the morning, leaving
wopsumers to obtain other supplies that
might be required from the shops. I was
astounded to hear the member for Subiaco
suy that milk was being thrown away in the
metropolitan-suburban area. T caunot under-
stand the reason for sueh waste. Many
people—poultry farmers ard others—would
9%e quite willing to buy the milk, and there
ire few men who would throw milk away at
i time when butter fat is returning such a
sayable price. The hon. member might have
ieen somebody throw some milk away, but
. think it was misleading to sugpgest that
nilk is thrown away in any quantity.

The Minister for Health: Is it not jnst a
sommon expression?

Mr. McLARTY: I should not like the
dinister or anyone else to depend upon the
juantity of milk thrown away in the
netropolitan-suburban area beecause I think
ie would bhe sadly disappointed. T support
he regulations, but if in future they prove
o be responsible for a decrease in the gnan-
ity of milk consumed, T shall do my best to
iave them withdrawn., I hope the Minister
vill agree to the adoption of that course.

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE
‘Hon, F. J. 8. Wise—Gascoyne) [6.2] :
[his motion, although not party-contentious,
ippears to be personally-contentious, and
wtwithstanding that it has given rizse fo
;ome heat, I hope that I shall be able, while
lealing with the subject fully and diseuss-
ng seriatim the arguments submitted by the
nember for Subiaco, to handle it calmly
ind dispassionately, aithough not disinferes-
edly, being charged with the administrative
esponsibility, and to answer every point
aised by the hon. member. To many
reople any sort of regulation is irksome.
Nhether it applies to them or affects them,
here is a natural objection to any form of
ontrol. Alost of the people who are oppos-
ng these regulations are doing so, not on
he case they are able to present, but be-
ause of hostility to the Milk Board. TUn-
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fortunately, I was not present when the
mewmber tor Subineo spoke in support of
the motion, but [ have carefully read the
report of her speech and the eomments vub-
lished in the newspaper at the time, and am
certain that no real reason has vet been ad-
vaneed for the disallowance of the regula-
tions.

The first objection by the hon. member
was raised ou hehalf of the producer, Pleas
were advanced that ullimately the regula-
tions would operate detrimentally to the
producer. In reviewing many of the state-
ments submitted by the hon. member and the
contentions advaneced regarding condensed
and other prepared milk, I cannot find
that her whole argnment, or even much of
it, was in support of or in the interests of
the prodacer, Therefore I desire, by read-
ing resolutions of producers’ meetings to
show what the producers themselves think
of the rvegulations. These are the peopie
who, the hon. member contends, are being
harassed by the actions of the hoard. On
the 30th June the Milk Produeers and Pro-
duecr-Retailers’ Associgtion unanimouslvy
passed the following motion:—

This association approves of the regula-
tions as gazetted by the Milk Board for one
delivery of milk daily, and considers that
this reform is long overduc.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Were all of
present ?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCURE:
I esnnot say, but all would be eutitled tw
attend. When a ineeting of this sort is
convened, those interested in the matter to
be discussed are informed of the time and
place of the meeting and usually attend. At
Byford, in the electorate of the member for
Murray-Wellington, which supplies a large

them

quantity of milk for the outer sub-
urban  distriets, a meeting of the
Primary  Producers’  Association was

held and producers from several eentres
were present. The following motion was
carried :—

This meeting views with regret Mr, Bax-
ter’s action in moving for the disallowance
of the regulations and dissociates itself from
the opinions which he expressed.

I understand that the motion moved by
Mr, Baxter in another place i< in terms
similar to that which has been moved in
this House. We see that the regulations
have been unanimously supported by pro-
ducers in a distriet that iz considered an
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important ong in the supply of wholesome
milk to the city. These two organisations
which strengly endorsed the action of the
board, are surely well gualified to speak
for the producers. The member for
Sulsiaco alleged that the producer-retailers
were having a noose tightened round their
neeks, and that they were made subject to
all sorts of irksome regulations. That
would suggest—if what the hon. member
said was a fact—they would be very hos-
tile to the regulations. In contradistine-
tion to that attitude I have shown that
the retailers wholeheartedly support thke
regulations. They most emphatically sup-
port them as regulations, and also sup-
port the Milk Board. At a meeting of Milk
Producers and the Producer-Retailers’ As-
sociation on the 30th Jupe the following
motion was utnanimously passed:—

The Milk Board possesses the confidence of
the association, which will utilise all ita
efforts to see that the hoard is kept in exist-
ence when the Act comes up for revision in
Parliament at the end of this year.

‘Chat motion sppeared in the ‘‘West Ans-
tralian’* as having been carried unani-
mously at a meeting of milk produeers and
the members of the Producer-Retailers As-
sociation. It is very patent that the hon.
member, though ostensibly speaking on be-
half of the producers, was not in faet
speaking for them. To members it will
also be obvious that the opinions expressed
by her were not the opinions of the pro-
ducers. These are the pecple who, it is
alleged, arc being harassed and dealt with
as claimed by the hon. member, because
they have been forced io improve their
position and keep a higher grade of milk-
ing cows. I submit that if they have been
forced to improve their positions and pro-
vide themselves with betier beasts, that is
only in their own interests and in the in-
terests of every member of the community.
No matter whether the person concerned
1s a producer of milk for consumption as
whole milk or for utilisation in any factory
in the State, or for use in any manner
whatever in connection with any milk pro-
duets, if by the operations of the Milk
Board, by attention to hygiene, the neces-
sity for taking every care whether of the
heasts themselves or the utensils used as
eontainers, better results are achieved,
that is all in the interests of the com-
munity as a whole. The hon. member de-
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elared that these people have been forced
to improve conditions and keep a higher
grade of milking ecow. I submit there is
nothing wrong with that.

The origin of these regunlations bas beew
questioned. The hon. member stated that
there was some power behind the move to
institute and enforee themn, There is a very
simple explanation and a very good reason
why these regulations were issued by the
board. The organisation was established
by Mr. . D. Ferguson in 1932, It was
carricd on until 1935 by the present De-
puty Premier, and sinee that year has
been attached to the Agricultural Depart-
ment, and therefore has come under my
purview. In making every effort to en-
courage and develop the business of
milk produetion on right lines I have
studied the interests of every seefion of
the community. Whilst I do not desire
to deal with all the yamifications and activi-
ties of the board, I wish to say that 215
years ago I caused full inguiries to be
made into the possibility of effecting im-
provements in the situation generally, That
investigation was followed by a report not
long sinee received from very responsible
officers of the department, reviewing all
the nectivities of the bhoard and the milk
supply system of Perth. Amongst the
many impeortant recommendations made
to me was one that a once-a-day delivery
might well be introduced. The board was
consulted in the matter as were also all
sections of the community, indeed every
person who had any aetive association
with the milk supply of Perth. The result
was that regulations were framed in the
best interests of the whole community, and
were submitted to the House. There was,
therefore, behind them no illicit power to
be disregarded, as indicated by the mem-
her for Subiaco. That is the history of
the introduction of these regulations. After
nll the facts available in this State and
other States had been considered the re-
gulations were framed and tabled.

Sitting suspended from 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Prior to the tea adjournment T was dealing
with the point of where the move for dis-
allowance of these regulations came from,
and was endecavouring to dispel the idea,
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apparently earvent, that the move emanated
from quarters which were questionable or
unworthy, or quarters in which the subject
was not understood. One of the grounds
for the regulations was economy, but that
was only one ground. People in a positinn
to know something of the indusiry are
definitely of opinion that the afternoon de-
livery of milk is wasteful and uneconomieal.
Retailers often emphasise the point that
their economie position in the industry is
serious; and {his serious position has at all
times received full consideration from the
‘board. The member for Subiaco, in intro-
ducing the objections to the regumlations, is
zeported to have said—

It milk turns sour, boils over or is upset,

people havo a right to get another delivery
in the aftornoon. That is the whole point.

“The hon. member went on to say—

They have n right to get it, and should be
able to get it; but under these regulations
that right is denied them,

She further stated—

I am not saying how mmeh they should pay
for that service.
If milk turns sour, that may or may not be,
most likely would not be, the fault of the
ilkman. That is a point I desire to deal
-with at some length at a later stage. How-
ever, if milk turns sour or boils over or is
upset, that surely is not an adequate reason
to incur the tremendous cost to the industry
-0f an afternoon delivery. I would suggest
‘that if my wife did not accept the responsi-
bility in her home of seeing that the milk
-did not beil over or was not upset, she would
not be entitled to bring a milkman, in some
instances from three or four miles, to deliver
4 gquantity for the evening, any more than
that she should feel thai the butcher ought
to deliver an extra piece of steak if the cat
ot away with one.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: Buf he will, he does.

The MINISTKR FOR AGRICULTURE:
The whole fault in our economie structure
to-day is the tremendous eost which the eon-
sumer pays for imaginary services—serviees
actually given but needed only in the
imagination—and that applies to verv many
other commodities besides milk. However,
I say in veply to the hon. member that if
people upset milk they have no right to re-
quire a second delivery, and for that reason,
or far either of the other two reasons, to im-
pose the consequent charges on the whole
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body of consumers, I wish to quote another
statement made by the hon. member in her
introductory speech-—

We know that the price of milk in the sity
is already too high, and that poor people
eannot afford to buy the quantity they should
have,

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: They eannot.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Compare that with the previous statement
that if the milk is upset or turns sour, the
customer has a right to the afterncon ser-
vice. Very well; who is to pay for that
afternoon service? Not the person who
actually demands it and says he requires the
milk, but the whole of the consumers, in-
cluding the poor people for whom the hon.
member says that milk is already too dear.
The way to make milk cheaper for them is
definitely to support the regulations; and
the way to make more milk, and of better
quality, available is also to support the
regulations, No one has a special claim to
a special delivery on the one hand, and on
the other band to say that the cost of that
special delivery shall be borne by all the
other consumers, who do not want the
special delivery.

So far as the handling of the fulure
requirements of this ecily in all its necessi-
ties with regard to milk is concerned,
these regulations represent only one step
being taken, and ope step being contem-
plated, to cffect hetter service. The next
step the board proposes to take will
effert  ecconomies in the distribution of
milk, nmounting to very large sums; and
that step is the zoning of the districts
within the eity and the metropolitan area.
That, 1 elaim, is co-related to this present
move to such an extent as to constitute a
highly important part of it. From the facts
collected by the board,—facts which I intend
to give to the House during this session but
on another oecasion—it will be shown that
the tremendous cost of the overlapping in
the industry is certainly a great factor in
milk being the price it is to-day to the con-
sumer.

There is another point to which I desire
to refer, a quotation by the hon. member.
I cannot imagine for one moment that the
hon. member was guilty of a wilful mistake
or a wilful mis-statement in this conneec-
tion. T think, to he quite generous in the
matter, that it was done wunintentionally;
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but still it is a highly important point. The
hon. member said:—

Not one-twentieth of a pint ¢f milk a day
is consumed by the people in the metrepolitan
area of this State.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Per head.

Tho MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURK:
Yes, per head. If the hon. member insists
that that is so, I ean only be sufficiently
gencrous to say that she is very badly in-
formed.

Mr. Cross: She is usually wrong,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The member for Toodyay (Mr. Thorn),
when that statement was made, said the
quantity was not enough for the ecat. The
fact is that during this current year a quan-
tity of milk approaching 5,000,000 gallons
will be wsed in the city and metropolilan
area; that is, in the area controlled by the
board.

Mr. Thorn: I did not agree with the state-
ment you quoted.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTCKE:
No. I was mercly drawing attention to the
fact that the statement had been made.
Since 5,000,000 gallons of milk are likely
to be consumed in this eity with a popula-
tion o 220,000 persons, including children
at the mother's breast, ineluding also many
persons who taste milk only in tea, if they
take it then—

Member: Or in whisky!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some in whisky. In spite of all those
deductions, in spite of the many thons-
ands of persons who do not take milk
at all, the consumption of milk in the
eity of Perth and the metropolitan area
is half a pint per day per person.
Then we ean view the matter on a State-
wide basis. Many members of this House
represent  constituenecies where fresh cows’
milk is rarely seen.  In the electorate of
the Minister for Railways, I have seen child-
ren at places like Rawlinona on the Trans.
line, who, if appearances go for anything,
are amongst the healthiest in the State. It
matters not il we view the position distriet
by district or on a Siate-wide basis, the fi-
gures, in spite of the rural areas where the
consumption is notoriously low—those areas
are the worst from the standpoint of milk
consuiuption—show that the consumption
per head per day is approximately .45 of a
pint. That figure 1is irrefutable. Tt is
useless for the hon. member to persist with
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her statement that the average daily
consumption was not one-twentieth of
n  pint.  Deeidedly there must be a
mistake in the way her ligures were
worked out. I have given the facts.
In addition to the gquantity of fresh milk
consumed, a tremendons lot of treated mitk
is used as well, T refer to dried, skim and
ecndensed milk, of which vast quantities are
consumet throughoutl the State. The figures,
quite apart from the: e relating to skim and
other milk used I industrial purpaoses,
show that the mili used for food, including
fresh and ireated milk, represents slightly
less than one piut per bead per day. I do
not desire the misleading impression, which
a statement such as that of the member
for Bubiaco would create, to gain currency
abroad, bevuuse the figures I have quoted
have been drawn from those engaged in
the induztry, from departmental sources,
and from men most qualified to spesk on
the subject. T submit those figures with-
out frar of challenge.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Was not a large
proportion exported?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
No; I shall quote figures regarding exports.
T thank the hon. member for her interjec-
tion, because it brings me to a very remark-
able statement attributed to her. That state-
ment was— ‘

A considerable quantity of tinned milk is
consumed in my house. I absolutely know
that at present Eastern States tinned milk
is much superior in quality to any manufae-
tured in Western Australia.

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: Quife true.

Mr. Cross: The hon. member should with-
draw such a statement.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE-:
I do not think the hon. member will dispute
that she nsed those words.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: No, I said that.

The MINISTER FOR AORICULTURE:
In spite of her siatement that she uses
Eastern States milk, I ean assurc her that
loyalty to the Western Australian produet
on her part would be better for herself and
for the Stafe. 1 was perturbed when 1
read the report of her statement.

Mr. Crogs: 1 was disgusted!

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
[ subsequently got in touch with the man-
ager of Nestle’s Company in Perth and
made available to him the actual words at-
tributed to the member for Subiaco. He
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:also was perturbed, and dispatched a tele-
gram to the managing director of bis firm
in Sydney regarding the hon. member’s
statement concerning the quality of tinned
milk produced in Western Australia, and
her reference to imports. Members will ap-
preciate the fact that what I have said
Tepresents not merely my own opinion but
facts that have been verified. I bave been
all the more astounded to think that the
member for Subiaco shonld have made suech
& statement, for she could not have been in
possession of all the faets. I have a copy
of the telegram received in reply from
Sydney, and it read as follows:—

Concerning condensed milk manvfactured
“Western Australia we emphatically state
Western Australian manufacture equivalent
4o that manufactured Vietoria or New South
Wales. This supported by faet that we ex-
port from Western Australia to all other
States of Commonwealth without single com-
plaint. We hope still further develop our
operations Western Australia as we are
interested in developing dairying industry
that State,

Mrs. Cardetl-Oliver:
powdered milk?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

Did that refer to

No.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: 1 referred fo
powdered milk. I think I mentioned the
faet.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I quoted the hon. member’s exact words.
She said that a considerable guantiiy of
tinned milk was consumed in her own
bouse.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver:
powdered milk.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
The hon. member also said, “I absolutely
know that at present Bastern States tinned
milk is much superior in quality to any
nuanufactured in Western Australia.”

Mrs, Cardell-Oliver: What I referred to
was Sunshine tinned powdered milk.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Verv well. The point at issue not only in-
volves the quality of powdered or skim milk
as well as condensed milk manufactured in
this State, for such an all-embracing state-
ment covers all forms of milk production.
The hon. member mentioned imports,
but did not have anything to say regarding
exports from Western Australia. The ac-
tual figures show that tinned milk imports
for last vear—I shall deal only with the one
- year—represented 1,220,915 lbs. valued at

That referred to
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£791,713, whereas the exports totalled
1,126,529 ibs. valued at £790,253. Members
will see that the exports almost exactly
balanced the imports. As to tinned milk
generally, the provisions of the Commerce
Act apply equally to all States of the Com-
monwealth. Qur tinned milk is governed by
exactly the same regulations as is that pro-
duced in the Eastern States with which we
have to compete. That is horne out on
analysis. We find that 4,500,000 1bs. of con-
centrated milk was manufactured in Western
Australia lasi year. A very large propo:-
tion of that quantity was exported in com-
petition with milk manufactured in the
other States. Of our total production in
Western Australia, nearly 98 per cent. was
manufactured at Waroona in the electorate
represented by the member for Murray-
Wellington (Mr. McLarty). That milk was
of a standard uniform with that turned out
by the other factories of Nestle's through-
out Australia. To quote the words of the
member for Subiaco again, she said that
the rerson she used Eastern States milk was
that it had reached a quality hitherto un-
dreamt of, beeause it was of such a standard
that no better milk was produced. I sug-
gest that the hon, member would do herselt
and the State a good service if she
reverted to the use of tinned milk manu-
factured in Western Australia, seeing that
it is of a standard equal to that produced
by Nestle’s in other parts of Australia
and is therefore of a ‘‘quality hitherto
undreamt of’’ by her.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: Is that powdered
milk?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Both powdered and tinned. The how.
member mentioned Sunshine milk, which
represents the first product of its kind
marketed in Australia. For the first time
the chemist and the manufacturer have
suceeeded in so evaporating solids and fats
as to make it possible for whole milk to be
presented on the market in a dried form.
That schievement represented the result
of 20 years of experiment and experience
by the highest technicians in Australia.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is what T said
it was.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
These milks are of equal quality whether
manufactured in the Eastern States or in
Western Australia. The imports of pre-
served dried milk demonstrate that the
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hon. member’s econtention that we are in-
dneing the consumption of a tremendous
«uantity of tinned milk was entirely with-
out foundation. The figures relating to the
importation of preserved milk from the
Eastern States last year—I have the
figures month by month, but T shall not
weary the House by quoting all of them—
show that in April last year 104,9441hs. of
preserved milk were imported, while for
April this vear the qunantity represented
15,048lbs. During May of last year the
-Amports totalled 135,7921bs., whereas for
May of this year the imports aggregated
‘78,554lbs. In June of last year the im-
ports ameunted to 130,0001bs.; this year
they amounted to 262,000lbs. I went fo
the trouble of having inquiries made on
my behalf from three of the largest retail
groeers in Perth. T shall not mention their
names, but they say no considerable in-
«crease in sales has taken place since the
introduction of these regulations, but that
sales of whole milk products, dried milk,
are rapidly overhauling sales of skim milk.
1s¢ that not for an obvious reason? The
consumption of milk or of any other food
is gaverned by competition of price; be-
cause fresh milk might be more expensive
than dried milk, people are educated to
‘take the latter prodnect in preference to
fresh milk. One reason for the introduc-
iion of the regmlations, as I have men-
tioned, is eeonomy. We wish to cheapen
-milk. When zoning is put into effect, the
price will be brought down one-halfpenny a
pint in the metropolitan area. It might
‘be brought down by more than that, but
-one condition jis inter-related with the
-other. A tremendouns quantity of imporied
powdered milk—for which we paid £69,000
last vear—is used in cakes, Ts it not a
wholesome food, although deprived of its
fat contents? The milk solids remaining
Aare an important faetor in the health of
.our people. The casein content itself is
important. We find that cake makers and
wholesale manufacturers of similar com-
‘modities are rapidly extending their pur-
chases of skim milk and skim milk pow-
.dered. That is because they have a readily
.accessible produet which bas all the quali-
ties of separated milk, or milk without but-
ter fat. In the Premier’s electorate large
-quantities of skim milk powdered are being
used as a base for spravs for tomato
Pplants.  In our orchards, as the member
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for Toodyay (Mr, Thorn) e¢an confirm,
large quantities of skim milk powdered are
used for the reason that the easein con-
tent holds in suspension many poisonous
substances used in sprays. Therefore, it
cannot be alleged that because imports of
milk foods are being increased, the
consumption of fresh milk is being rednced.
Nestle’s and other manufacturers who pro-
duce large quantities of milk prodnets for
sale in milk bars, are finding that the con-
sumption of those commodities is inereasing
to such an extent that they are putting their
products into much larger containers. Tons
of dried milk products are being purchased
for use with all kinds of beverages sold at
the various milk hars and cool-drink shops
in the city. Therefore, it is ridiculous te
assert that mevely because large quantities
of these products are being consumed, less
whole milk is being consumed. People have
a shift in consumption; they move from jam
to honey, or from one product to another,
according to the price of the commodity and
the change in tasie. I have pointed out that
skim milk powdered is used in the manofae-
ture of cakes and for domestic purposes, and
it certainly has a great food value. T asked
ane of the officers of my department to look
into that point for me this morning, and ke
advised me that skim milk powdered, when
dissolved according to the instructions on
the label, mnst contain 8.8 per cent. solids,
not fats. He points out that 1 oz. of
powdered milk contains as muech fat as a
pint of milk, and that the vitamin content is
not destroved by churming.

The production of infants’ and children’s
food from skim milk has been considered by
the Department of Commerce. By the regu-
lations under the Commerce Aet, as all know,
the words “skim milk” on the label must bhe
printed in 12-peint letters, or three-
sixteenths of an inch, so that people can
readily see that it is not suited for dietetic
purposcs, or as a food for infants, Large
guantities of the product of Nestle's factory
at Warocona are being purchased by manu-
facturers in the Eastern States, not for any
sentimental reason, not because we cannot
consume it in the State, but because it has
reached a quality hitherto undreamt of.
That being se, | suggest that the hon. mem-
her dissociates herself from Eastern States’
tinned milk and use the loeal produect, as she
ean do without fear of deleterious results.

A member to-night spoke of the fallacy ot
the jdea that one-cow milk has some particn-
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lar virtue. Even admitting that analysis
sbows a better fat content in the milk of one
cow than in the milk of another, that is not
evidence that the first cow gives a better re-
turn than the other. It is entirely fallacicus
to assume that milk from one cow is better
hecanse of its fat content or for any other
particular reason. No material benefit can
be obtained by utilising the milk from onc
cow only.

Mr. Doncy: There is not general agree-
ment on that point, is theret

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. 1 will quote some anthorities.

Hon. P. Collier: There are not many Iay-
men who do not know that.

Mr. Doney: [ will be interested to hear
more about it,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Adequate provision has been made in every
suburb for the supply of milk. Exeept
perhaps in some widely-scaftered suburbs,
milk ¢an be obtained within a quarter of o
mile of almost any home—-good milk, the
best milk. It is not the poor people for
whom the member for Subiaco pleads. It is
not on their behalf that the agitation has
heen promoted.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: That is not fair.

The MINISTER I'OR AGRICULTURE:
I have no desire to be unfair.

Mr. Cross: The member for Subiaco was
not fair to Western Australia.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is not the poorer people in the poorer
suburbs who are behind the agitation. It is
not the poor people of any suburb who wam
the second delivery. But the poor people in
every suburb must censider the price they
pay for this commedity, and cannot have
regard to the whims or caprices of those
people who desire and demand a second
delivery, when such is unnecessary. There
is no demand for a second delivery in any
of the working-class suburbs of the city. 1
shall quote the opinion of a bip retailer, who
is associated with deliveries in suburbs of
various types in the metropolitan arvea.
I would quote, too, from a schedule sub-
mitted hy the Milk Board showing the total
deliveries of retailers in varions suburbs
and the ¢uantities distributed in afternnon
deliveries hefore the institution of these
regulations. The men to whom 1 shall re
fer are trpieal of those engaged in the in-
dustry. One distributor advised the inspee-
tor that he had no afternoon delivery at
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present, but delivered a small quantity in
the summer, about five per cent. of the
total; and that was Peppermint Grove trade.
That afternoon delivery was vequired by
hostesses who necded half a pint of milk or
Gd. worth of eream for their guests and
oxpected it to be delivered. The inquiries
1 have made indicate that those who can best
afford refrigeration or are best able to pay
for this particular service are the people
who demund (hat milk he deliverea twie.
dnily. Thy manager ol a very big concern
in this State advised that he has had many
years' expertence in ihe milk industry, He
made o comparison hetween distriets such
ag those of Pepperminlt Grove and Mosman
Park. He said that though be had had =&
request throughout the years from one or
two people to deliver milk in the afternoon
in Peppermint Grove he had never had such
a request from Mosman Park. That par
tieular distribator serves three hospitals, but
not one of those institutions has asked for
an aficrnoon delivery., A gentleman who
i in a very bhig way in the milk industry
in this city states that restrieted hours would
encourage a bigger output heeause more
milk wonld be taken in the morning, whereas
custonmers under the old  conditions were
likely to take a minimum in the morning
nnd rely on an afternoon delivery for an
extra supply. That was a point mentioned
to me during the tea wdjournment by the
member for Murchison (Mr. Marshall). T
do not mind members serutinising any of
the doeuments from which I am quoting,
hut it must he understood that they are to
he governed by the rules of Parliamentary
privilege and members consulting these pap-
ers must not diselose the names bf the per-
sons concerned. I ennnot be fairer than that.

I intend to quote from the experiences of
retailers and produccr-reiailers, and the
cases I shall submit will he typical of those
in the metropolitan area. One vendor from
Canning Vale delivers in the city of Perth
and the Perth Rond Board arca.  Ile dis-
tributes 70 callons a day and has never had
an afterncon delivery, Another man from
Cannington sells 117 gallons 2 day and has
not had an afterncon delivery. One man at
Inglewood delivers 122 gallons a day in the
Perth Road Board area and the eity of
Perth and he nlso makes no afterncon deli.
veries. Ninetyv-five per eent of the indive-
nals whose names appear on this list exhibit
no enthusinsm regarding nn afternoon deli-



(13 Sepremeen, 1939.]

very and only a very small percentage is
in favour of it. Omne big retailer disposes
of 206 gallons a day at Cottesioe, Mosman
Park, Claremont, Nedlands and Peppermint
Grove, but he makes no afternoon delivery
and is not in favour of one. The same
.applies to another man who sells 120 gallons
A day at Peppermint Grove, Claremont,
Cottesloe and Mosman Park; and, again, to
another who delivers 236 gallons a day.
Then there is the case of a man who is solely
a retailer and who delivers 570 gallons a
day. The member for East Perth (Mr.
Hughes) made an interjection to the effect
that he wondered how that quota was ob-
tainable. I should like to explain that a
Totailer is not bound to a quota.

Mr. Hughes: He has to get a license. A
man eannot retail milk without one.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
He obtains a license, but has no quota.
Thizs man distributes 570 gallons a day.
Generally he has no afternoon delivery, but
in the summer time he has a demand for
from one to 114 gallons to be delivered in
the Peppermint Grove distriet. 1 could go
on quoting other eases. All the individuals
concerned tell the same story, namely, that
the demand for an afternoon delivery does
not come from the distriets occupied
by working eclass or poorer people.
One of the bhoard’s inspectors in a
review of the situation eclearly in-
dicates that those making the most
agitation for an afterncon delivery did not
avail themselves of the opportunity to
seeure milk in the afternoon when that
opportanity cxisted. I could name the
people to whom I refer, but 1 will not do
80. The inspector also indieates that in
one instance in which a milkman delivers
314, pints in the morning he has to travel
threc miles to deliver another half a pint
in the afternoon, because the lady must
have it hefore she retires for the night.
He has to perform that service, because if
he did not he would probably lose 20 eus-
tomers in the one street. I ask whether
that is a fair load to place upon industry;
whether 1t is a fair burden to place upon
‘those buying or selling milk. T suggest
that everybody associated with the indus-
try would be better off if such people
were  denied the right that is claimed
for them by the member for Subiaco (Mrs.
Cardell-Oliver).
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Hon. P. Collier: They shounld have a
glass of waler instead of half a pint of
milk, .

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have many references here to actual re-
tailers and a good deal of information to
which I naturally have aecess, all demon-
strating that those agitating for an after-
noon delivery did not avail themselves of
the opportanity to secure an afterncon de-
liverv even when they ecould, The hon.
member said she obtained a lot of in-
formation from the Melbourne Milk Board.
I suggest to the House that it is very dif-
fieult to persnade peaple to change their
views on any particular subject, especially
when they have songht information to sup-
port pre-determined ideas. Unfortunately
all of us are subject to that weakness, We
are all apt to advance the best side of the
case from our point of view; but when we
are discussing something of such great im-
portance as this, I think it is well for us
to allow our bias to be subjected to eor-
rection if essentisl facts ean be produced
suggesting we are in error. The hon. mem-
ber said that she obtained from the Chair-
man and another member of the Mel-
bourne Milk Board certain information in
support of her contention. T suggest that
the hon. member might have secured in-
formation more relevant to local eondi-
tions and to these regulations had she
called at the office of the Milk Board in
this State.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I have often ealled
there.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If the hon. member does that I am sure
she will be very welcome and the board
will treat her with the greatest courtesy
and supply her with any relevant informa-
tion that has a bearing on this or any other
allied subject.

I wish to quote from a letter received
from Mr. Packer, chairman of the Mel-
bourne Milk Board. Before doing so, let
me explain that the City of Melbourne
has bad one delivery a day for 17 years,
and for 12 years of the time previous to
the institution of the hoard, it was on a
volantary basis, the retailers themselves
having agreed. Their agreement, however,
was upset by itinerant milk-vendors—we
have had some of them here—riding
around on bicycles, some of them with
billy-cans, most of them yodellers, advo-
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cating the advantages of their wares. They
became a menace to the industry beeause
they were selling milk from very question-
able distriets, produced under questionable
conditions and  threatening to injure
the health of the community, Obviously
milk can be sold at cut prices if the source
of it is not desirable. Mr. Packer said—
For some vears prior to fhe creation of the

Loard in 1934, by voluntary agreement be-
tween the Metropolitan Retail Dairymen’s

Associations and Carters and Drivers’ Union,
a once-a-day delivery policy was endorsed
and instituted. ‘\While many retailers ob-
served this policy, others 4id not. There was
ne statutory provision. making its observance
compulsory. When the board prescribed the
retail delivery hours to the carly morning
delivery, the hawker type of dairyman went
out of business. The publie has been assured
of n purer, safer and cooler milk supply
under the board’s regulation.

When the regulation was first introduced,
a few persons objeeted, expressing the fear
that women and children would be adversely
affected by the onec-a-day delivery., This fear
has not been realised. The service available
for obtaining extra milk, if required during
the day, from house-trade dairies and milk
shops has no doubt met this position. To-day
there is an entire absence of any complaints
from housewives. Metropolitan refail dairy-
men and the Carters and Drivers® Union are
unanimous on the henefits of a once-a-day

delivery. .
The board, under its powers, has also intre-
duced a retail delivery zoning scheme

throughout the mctropelitan area.

On the point of zoning, Mr. Packer has
given valuable information of a system
that will be adopted in this State. There
is nothing new and nothing injurious in the
system of one delivery a day. Members
have gone to some length in gquoting what
Auckland or Wellington does, or what over-
seas countries do in the handling of milk
supplics, but even people possessed of
very vivid imaginations cunnot show that
anything injurious to the health of those
communities has resulted from the adoption
of such a system.

The member for Subiaco snggested that
the Melbonrne elimate is better than the
Perth elimate for the keeping of milk. That
impression is quite fallacions. Taking tem-
perature alouc, Melbourne has only one
month of the year cooler in its summer
range than Perth. During the summer and
pre-summer months there is a greater de-
gree of humidity in Melbourne than in
Perth, and there are also other factors that
increase the growth of baeteria in milk.

[ASSEMBLY.)

The simple type of cooler referred to by
the member for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox)
and the member for Perth (Mr. Needham)
will keep milk at a temperature of less than
70 degrees, and our dry air in sammer, the
dry atmesphere, of course, being the cooling
agency, causes the temperature inside such
coolers to fall helow 70 degrees. I intend to
show for bow long milk can be kept under
the system adopted in Perth. An authority
to whom T referred this matter says—

Any reasonably efticient cooler-gufe witn
hessian sides should keep the temperature
dewn to 70 degrecs or less. Provided the
temperatnre ean be kept in the region of 65
te 70 «egrees, which is well within the scope
of this type of safe, the average milk de-
livered in the metropolitan area should Le fit

for consumption, even by children, after 24
hours.

Ayrs. Cardell-Oliver: After six woeeks.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Thercfore the hon. member, in drawing that
comparison, had not thoroughly examined
the difference between the eclimatic condi-
tions in Melbourne and in Perth. The hon.
member spoke of treated milk, but I doubt
whether many people understand just what
is meant by treated milk. It does not refer
to pasteurised milk. The hon. member said
tha, some medical men object to treated
milk, but I say that no medical man objects
to treated milk as we know it—milk that
has simply been cooled by having the heat
extracted. Milk is so treated to reduce the
growth of lactic acid bacteria and other in-
Jjurious germs, but in the main is designed
to prevent the milk from turning sour.
AMilk turns sour because of the growth of
lactic aecid baeteria. It is one of Nature’s
cleansing agents, absorbing other dangerons
germs and rendeving the milk more digest-
ible. Therefore I point out that if milk
turns sour after it has been treated, this
does not mean that it was bad or stale milk.
It may still be milk of the best quality, pro-
vided ‘t has been properly breated.

One of the greatest menaces to the milk
delivery system of any city is the lack of
hygienie attention to utensils and appli-
ances connected with the milking of cows
and the ecooling of milk. When we speak
of treated milk, we refer to milk which has
been brine-cooled, and which might have
heen milked 40 hours before being con-
sumed, but ib is none the worse for that. T
would prefer milk brought from a eountry
distriet, and pre-cooled 40 hours be-
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fore say, to a temperature of 35 or
40 degrees, because such milk s more
beneticial for adults and certainly better
for ehildren. I sharply disagree with the
view that, beeause milk is brought to the
¢ity from eountry distriets, it is in conse-
quenee likely to go stale and is not the
equal of the produet milked five minutes
before being consumed, No aunthority can
be adduced to show that treated milk—
brine-cooled milk in which the growth of
bacteria has been arrested—-is not the hest
milk obtainable.

I do net wish that anyone should speak
in a derogatory way of the milk supply
of this city because of the contention that
exists between the producer-retailers and
those who are solely producers. There is
much contention between those two ele-
ments, for a very important reason, namely
because of the artificial set of conditions
we have built up to proteet the producer-
retailer. In sueh districts as Murray-
Wellington and that represented by the
Deputy Premier, we have two sets of
people side by side milking cows, one set
for the butter-fat price and the other for
the whole-milk priece, and therefore we
must expect contention, disagreement and
dissatisfaction to exist because there is no
comparison between the price for the one
and the priee for the other, although both
those sections, on account of the high
prices raling for dairy products in recent
times, are making a very good living.

I have referred to the treatment of milk
by pasteurisation, It is well that the House
should know to what extent pasteunrisa-
tion affects that ecommodity. There are
many advoeates of pasteurised milk, and
many people who will wse milk onlv when
it has been pasteurised. One of the reasons
for pasteurisation is the reason why wmilk
is cooled. namelv, to kill germs. The pro-
eess improves the keeping qualities of
milk, By the destruetion of germs, bene-
ficial as well as injurions, we free it from
dizease. Another claim for pasteurisation
is that it does not affect the dietetic value
of milk. Many authorities object strongly
to pasteurisation. I should like to quote
one or two to show how medical men differ
on that point. My first anthority iz the
late Dr. Ralph Vineent, Senior Physician
and Director of the Research Laboratory,
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the Infants Hospital, Vineent's Square,
londen. He says— '
After feeding thousands of infants on raw
milk, and thousands on ecoked milk, I have
come to this conclusion—to produce tuber-
cnlosis in children feed the babies on a

cooked food.
Pr. 8. €. Hounsfield, Medical OQfficer of
Health, Stowmarket, Suffolk, says—

Clean raw milk or pasteurised milk—which
i the better? Of course, the former, without
the slightest doubt. , . .. We were not in-
tended to live in a glass case, eat and drink
nothing but sterilised food; if this were
possible for na time then the first mierohe
would probably kilt us. . ... If we sterilige
or pasteurige milk, we might as well sterilige
all raw foods, which is absurd. . ... It is
most important for ehildren and young adults
to drink plenty of milk. The necessary
nmount of caleium salts cannot be supplied
in sufficient quantities by any other food.
Let them drink it raw without fear and
trembling; let it be cooled as soon as milked
and kept vold rather than heated, and let us
push on with the campaign for producing
clean milk, We shall not get rid of every
microbe, and we may well thank God for that,
These words summarise the position—
attention to eleanliness and hygiene, cool-
ing the milk as soon as possible after milk-
ing; in short, the very activities of the
Milk Board are those from which we may
expect to have a good and healthful supply
of milk. I have said 1 prefer chilled milk
for my own use. Provided the milk is
treated as it should be, that the utensils in
the dairy and the dairy itself are kept
as scrupulonsly clean as they should
he, there is no reason why we should
not be proud of any source from
which the ecity obtains its milk sup-
plies. We have definite evidence to show
that in the eity, becanse of the actions of
the Milk Board, and the close collaboration
between it and the dairy laboratory of the
Department of Agriculture, it has been
possible to test thousands of samples of
milk, not only for butterfat, but bacterio.
logical content, and that work is still going
on. Late this evening the Superintendent
of Dairying submitted to me some views
ihat are so pertinent to this subjeet that
1 will quote his actual words. He said—

Country milk, which is milk being attacked
as ‘‘0ld,’? is shock-cooled to approximately
740 F. within three hours of leaving the
row, at the most.

The meaning of “shock-cooled” is this:
whereas milk may he of 60 or 70 degrees
at one moment, in three seconds or less it
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may have been brought down to 30 or 35
degrees. That is an ahsolutely effective
method of reiarding the growth of bacteria
and keeping milk in prime condition.
Whether the milk ¢comes from Osborne Park
or Harvey we find that in actual practice,
by means of shock-coeling, though the milk
may be 24 hours old when it reaches the city
—because its temperature is not more than
between -H) and 45 degrees, it has not shown
any marked increase in germ content. The
Milk Board in collaboration with the offi-
eers of the Department of Agriculture has
gone to a great deal of trouble in this
matter. The superintendent goes on to say—

Milk as drawn contains approximately
1,000 germs per cubic centimetre at 70 degrees F.
Dealing with the whole of the supply of
Perth for March, April and May, the
superintendent points out that 65 per cent.
of the milk does not exceed 100,000 germs
per cubic centimetre—that is lactic acid bae-
teria. To cause milk to turn sour or ecoagu-
late through the effect of baeteria requires
millions of germs per cubie centimentre.
Here is a point requiring some explanation.
Members have snggested that when milk
turns sour it is unwholesome and un-
fit for human consumption. The long-
est living raeces in the world will not
drink milk until it is sour. People
should have no objeetion to sour milk.
Some have suggested that milk be-
comes un offensive article because it has
turned sour through some natural process.

Mrs. Cardell-Oliver: I did not suggest
that.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
When we suggest sour milk is net whole-
some we are doing the industry a wrong.
Many thrifty mothers, ineluding my own
wife, take a delight in assisting milk to be-
come sour so that they may use it for the
making of sour milk seomes. I know of no
more palatable food,

Mr. Patrick: Baftermilk makes
scones.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Yes. Milk is coagulated for the manufac-
ture of cheese. Probably many members
eat that commodity. There is no doubt that
every possible precaution ig taken in this
¢ity to supply wholesome milk, and the
actions of the board bear that out.

Mr. Marshall: I now understand why
people put whisky in their milk.

good

[ASSEMBLY.)

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I have shown that no bardship is imposed
upon individaals or hospitals, becanse milk
of a desivable character is at all times
readily available to them. I have shown that
the tremendouns cost of two deliverivs a day
is not borme by those who insist on the ser-
viee, bot by every consumer of milk, no
matter what his or her standing mav he.
Taking all the points submitted by the hon.
member I suggest no ease has been made
out by her. We desire to have larger quan-
tities of better milk conszmed in the ecity.
We also desire that every precaution should
he taken, not only for the health of ehildren
but of adults. Better hygienic methods in
the home as well as in the dairy are im-
portant faetors in the bringing about of
that desirable position. The memher for
Toodyay (Mr. Thorn) said that the Aect
would not be of mueh consequence if the
regulations were defeated. If the milk Act
is to be of service to the community it must
be possible for reforms to be institwted
throngh and under that Act. That legisla-
tion was intreduced by the Government of
the party to whom the hon. member belongs.
No one of any consequence at all could
sabmit an argument on which there would
be any foundation for the statement that
the Milk Board has not rendered very ex-
cellent service to the community. I whole-
heartedly objeet to the motion, and I hope
that the House will give it the despatel it
deserves.

Mr. SEWARD: I move—
That the debate be adjourned.

Motion put and negatived.

MRS, CARDELL-OLIVER (Subiaco—
in reply) [8.31]: I am sorry that the debate
has not been adjourned, as it would have
been had bon. members opposite been fair.
The Minister no doubt has taken a great
deal of trouble with his speech, and to
reply to it as T would have liked to do, I
should need some litfle time and some ve-
search.  Sinee the Minister has said
we on this side had already made up
our minds and were already hiassed when
we eame to give certain information, I may
express the opinion that members opposite
are also biassed and already determined
to vote against the motion, and that any-
thing I ean now say is mere waste of time.

Mr. Raphael: There is much truth in that
statement.



[13 SeprEMBER, 193%.]

Mr. Fox: You only moved the molion for
a bit of publicity.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I do object
o ungencrous statements. I have never yet
done anything for publicity in this Chamber.
I moved the motion beeause I believed it
right to do so, If this Chamber had the same
number of women in it on one side ag men on
the other and a woman had been appointed
chairman of the Milk Board, these regula-
tiens would never have been promulgated.
Although some members have stated their
mpoint of view, it has been entirely a man’s
point of view. 1 speak from a woman's
-point of view.

Mr. Raphael: How do you know our wives
have not told us what to do?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I do not
Ynow whether or not their wives have told
-members opposite what to do. T do know
£hat all the speeches I have heard from
‘those members on the motion have been pre-
<«minently from a man’s point of view. Now
I shall deal, as far as I can, with the argu-
-ments of cach of those hon. members, The
member for Canning {Mr. Cress) said, and
ather members associated themselves with
his statement, that T was disloyal because I
#poke of Eastern States milk.

Mr. Cross: Do not you think you were?
© Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : If hon. mem-
bers opposite had read my speech as 1
actually delivered it, they would know that
1 was not advoeating the consumption of
Hastern States milk. What I was trving to
do was to show the House that these regula-
tions were indueing people to take powdered
milk or tinned milk; and naturally they
would take the best they could obtain. The
Minister has already told us that the milk
T had in mind was the bhest powdered milk
on the market,

My, Fox: Then, according to your own
statement, you support Eastern States milk.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: T am merely
repeating what the Minister said, that thal
is the best milk. Being a woman I like to
zet the best when I buy an article.  The
member for Canning also said that children
will not take sour milk.  Of course thzy
will not.
sour milk is n very good food. So it is.
Almost every Continental eafe serves sour
milk as o dessert, and it is excellent. Bui
pasteurised milk does not turn into sour
milk—which the Minister has advocated--—
‘but simply goes foul. And it goes foul mare
readily when it is not fresh.

The Minister has just told uvs that |
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The member for Canning also =aid that
the milk is quite safe for babies at the stage
at which we get it delivered to us; that is,
1 believe, when it is from 24 to 60 hours old.
I contend that what the hon. member says is
incorrect. I refute his statement. Fresh
milk is better than milk which is old. The
Minister instanced the fact that milk might
be quite good after it had been in the re-
frigerator for some time. I have had milk
in the refrigerator for many days; and if
the hon, gentleman had read my speech he
would have known that T had voyaged from
England to Australia with people who had
milk put into the refrigerator upon em-
barkation and had given it to their children
every day on the voyage. The point of my
reference to the matter, however, was thut
when the milk came out of the refrigeratur,
immediately it went into a different at:nn-
sphere, it started to deeay. That was
the point of my allusion. Milk ean be kept
in a refrigerator for many days. If itix put
there immediately from the milking period
unfil the time it is used, it may be perfectly
fresh; but I again say that 1 would prefer
to give absolutely fresh milk io children if
I could get it. One hon, member—I do
not remember who it was—sugmosted that
the milk might be boiled; hut boiled
milk for children is mnot adriocated by
any doetor I have ever mniet, and I
have met some hundreds. Never hax
its use been advoecated v them for
children, and .it is never given if the
mother has any knowledge of the subjeet
of milk.

Mr. J. Hegnev: Boiled milk is always
advocated, though,

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: It is not
good for children. I noticed that the major-
ity of members opposite spoke of the
long hours worked by the retailers, and
described them as “social outensts.” T par-
ticularly stated that T did not wish to deal
with the long hours of milkmen, which really
had no bearing on these regulations. The
Minister now contends that the guestion of
hours has something to do with the regula-
tions.  If that is so, it should have been
mentioned when the regulations were pro-
mulgated and a declaration made that they
had been framed beeause the milkmen were
working too long hours. Personally I do
not think the regulations ean be mixed up
with the hours worked by milkmen. It
might just as well be said that newspaper
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men work ali night, and that miners work
all night, and that——

Secveral members interjected.

Mrs, CARUELL-OLIVER: The point is
that if milkmen are called social outeasts,
there is equal reason for calling journalists
and miners social onteasts because they
work at night, Several members have said
that there has been no clamour against
these regulations. Now, the other evening
12 women were autside this Chamber, and
every one was & representative of g
women'’s organisation.  They asked to sce
various members of this House. Two mem-
bers who passed them at this particular
time said they did not wish to see them
and did not wish to know anything about
the question of milk regulations. Those
women represented not only hundreds but
thousands of women throughout the State.

Mr. Raphael: Were they authorised to
interview members, or did they take it
upon themselves to do sof

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER: They did
not take it upon themselves. They were
representative women. Yesterday I re-
ceived this telegram from a woman in the
electoral distriet of the hon. member in-

{erjecting—
Western Australian Housewives' Associa.
tion carried resolution protesting against

Milk Board's decision relating to one ile-
livery of milk daily. Further, other members
will vote against any member of Parliament
who supports the regulations®

Mr. Cross: When was that put up?

Mr. Raphael: What is the name of the
sender?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I will lay
the telegram on the Table, I did not ask
for that telegramm, I eould have had a
similar message from every women's org-
anisation throughout the State,

Hon. P. Caollter: That is an offence ren-
dering ong liable to prosecution and im-
prisonment for threatening members.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: All T ecan
say is that members are being continually
threatened from the time they are elected
until their term expires and they have been
re-clected. Fvery member is continnaily
heing eajoled or threatened in relation to his
actions. T have read the telegram.

Hon. P, Collier: BSuch representations
should be put vp by organisations, and
not by individuals,

[ASSEMBLY.]

Mrs. (A" DELL-OLIVER: The mem-
ber for Perth (Mr. Needham) said he re-
presented the fathers of Western Aus-
tralia. For my part I represent the children
of the State. In my opinion, members of this
House, generally speaking, de not appre-
ciate what it means to a child to be deprived
of fresh milk, 1If they had any knowledge
on that score, they would not have talked
the absolute nonsense and rubbish that we
have heard.

Mr. Fox: Many have brought up children.

Mr:. CARDELL-OLIVER : Members
mast know it is impossible properly to
bring up children without milk, We heard:
some “deery milk as a food and some mem-
bers said they had been brought up without
it.  Any member whe made that statement
told an untruth because at one time every
man here had to depend on milk.

Mr. Raphaet: Yes, but from his mother-

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Reference
was made to the hours during which deli-
veries were permitted in Melbourne and Syd-
ney. T disagree with the Minister’s state-
ment regarding elimatie conditions, for T
belivve the Melbourne climate is  muck
hetter for keeping milk fresh than is the
elimate of Perth.

The Minister for Agriculture: If T were
you, I would not bet on that opinion. T
gave seientific faets.

Ars. CARDELL-OLIVER: On the other
hand, I ecan ¢quote Dr. Dale as saying that
he would not give fresh milk to children i
his elinics in Melbourne beeanse he found it
almost impossible to obiain a pure, uneon-
taminated supply. For that reason he uses
powdered milk,

Mr. Raphael: You eannot avoid cranks at
times,

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: And eranks
are not all on one side of the House.

Hon, P. Collier: Did somcone quote Dr.
Caporn?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLTVER: The Minister
quoted figures and also a statement from
retnilers to show that while they were deli-
vering milk each morning, they were not in
favour of afternoon deliveries becanse the
quantities required for the later delivery
were so small. T wished to put a question
to the MMinister at the time, buf there was
s0 murh noise that I did not have the oppor-
tunitv. T wanted to know whether he counld
give me the exact number of gallons repre-
sented by the deliveries. He mentioned that
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5,000,000 gallons of milk were delivered in
the metropolitan-suburban area—

The Minister for Agriculture:
months.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I wanted to
know what proportion of that 5,000,000
gallons was handled by the milkmen to
whom the Minister referred. I have some
figures that total nearly the same as those
quoted by the Minister, I find, on calculat-
ing the deliveries, that they represent about
1,536 gallons daily on the basis of the num-
ber of distribntors. As against the
5,000,000 gallons which the Minister said
were delivered in the metropolitan-suburban
area per day—

Mr, Raphacl: The Minister said per year.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER : I should
have said “per vear" TFigures provided
by the Milk Board show that the daily
deliveries represented 14,500 gallons. If
that is so, and we can only reckon up
1,536 gallons per day on the Minister’s
basis, who delivers the rest of the milk?
Then again 1 want to know if so many ven-
dors refuse to deliver milk in the afterncon,
why the necessity for the regulation? If
the consumers do not desire the regulations
and no one wishes to take milk in the after-
. noon, why bother ahout the regulations?

The Minister for Agriculture: The answoer
is obvious.

Mr. Fox: Some people at Peppermint
Grove may want milk in the afternocon.

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER: The member
for South Fremantle (Mr. Fox) referred
to infantile mortality figures for a number
of years, hut his statement was unfair be-
cause conditions generally have so improved
that naturally infantile mortality has de-
ereased.

Mr. Fox: I spoke of two years hefore the
inception of the one delivery system and of
two years afterwards. That was quite fair.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order !

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Conditions
have improved immensely regarding ehild-
birth, to an extent that renders the hon.
member’s statement of little value.

Mr. J. Hegney: The position has retro-
gressed Tespecting the birthrate.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The member
for Murray-Wellington (Mr. MecLarty)
asked the Minister if he would revoke the
regulations should milk consumption de-
crease. That request was fair and the Min-
ister replied that he would. I have been
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informed by the largest wholesaler operating
in the city that the consumption of whole
milk is steadily decreasing all the time. That
being so, I expect that the regulations will
be ecancelled very shortly.

The Ministor for Health: 1t you continue.
advoeating the use of tinned milk, that'is.
quite probable,

Mrs, CARDELL-OLIVER : The Minister
suid that I had advanced no real reason to
warrant the disallowance of the regulations.
I consider my speceh inclnded many reasons
why they should be disallowed. TFurther-
more, leading articles bave appeared in the
“West Australian,” which represents the
view of a large proportion of the people of
this State, advoeating the disallowance of
the regulations, On top of that, we have
the associated road boards and munieipal
councils also urging their disallowance. Are
all these people wrong, and the Minister
and the Milk Board right? Surely not!
Then aguin, the Minister said that the regu-
lations would result in the price of milk
being reduced. When I was in Melbourne
1 asked Mr. Packer a question that bears
on that assertion. [ asked him whether the-
onc delivery a «ay and the zoning system
had resulted in decreasing the price of milk
ta the consumer there and he replied;
“No, they ecould not have that effect.”
I referred to that point in my speech,
but apparently the Minister did not
rend my statement. On the other hand,
Mr. Packer told me that, actually, they
could have decreased the price of milk
by 2d. a gallon, but had not done so be-
cause the board had insisted on so many
additional overhcad charges involved in the
provision of machinery and bygienie appli-
ances in retaiters’ shops, that the price of
milk could not be decreased. T also pointed
out that the price of milk in Sydney had
been increased to 9d. per bottle, despite the
regulations that provided for one delivery
a day and the zoning system. Members will
sce that the priee of milk there inereased in-
stead of decreased, and that will be the
experience here. The Minister provided the
House with a long dissertation on skim
milk. I did not assert that skim milk was
bad; I said it was quite good, hut
not the best for children. T displayed
an advertisement fo members and said T
considered it contained misrepresentations
regarding skim milk and that those mis-
representations were calenlated to lead poor



620

pevple to believe that by using the article
Advertised they would give their children
the equivalent of fresh milk. I presume thig
motion will be lost.

Mr. J. Hegney: That is presumption on
your part.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Many mem-
‘bers have probably received a letter from
the Metropolitan Dairymen’s Industrial
Union of Employers. The Minister quoted
quite a lot about the retailers’ point of
view and how they were suffering, what
a fine body the Milk Board was, and how
the refailers were entirely satisfied.

Mr. J. Hegney: On & point of order, Mr.
Speaker. Is the hon. member in order in
infroducing new matier when replying?

Mr. SPEAKER: The hon. member is cer-
4ainly not in order if the matter was nof
introduced in debate.

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER: It is not new
matter. I am merely repeaiing what the
‘Minister said, and explaining that it is not
borne out by the retailers. He said the
retailers were sympathetic with what is
‘being done. I wish to show that they are
@mot in sympathy with what is being done.
May I proceed, Mr. Speaker, if I am in
order?

Me. SPEAKER: The hon. member is not
ont of order if she is dealing with what
the Minister said. The hon. member is
certainly not in order if she is introducing
matter with which the Minister did not
deal.

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER: T shall quote
relevant parts. The exiract says—

There is a very real danger of the board

creating a serious monopoly.
That was one point I dealt with. I said
that in Melbourne a monopoly had been
created by similar action to that which
we are taking here. If these regulations
are allowed to stand——

The Minister for Agriculture: The hon.
member will have a chanee to vote against
the board.

Mrs. CARDELL-QLIVER: I am voting
for the continuance of the board. I am
now quoting what the retailers say.

The Minister for Agriculture: Not the
retailers, but the representative of the
retailers.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: This man,
whoever he is, is the representative of the
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rvetailers in the metropolitan area. He
9ays—

The existing Aet is a fearfolly undemo-
eratic piece of legislation, and the retailers’
life earnings and business ¢an be ecompletely
wiped out by the decision of the board.

I consider these regulations are an at-
tempt to wipe out the retailers’ living.

Mr. Tonkin: They make only 6s, a day,
aceording to that.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The extract
continnes—

The existence and aetions of the board
have not impreved the quality of milk.
The Minister said that the board’s aetion
had improved the quality of milk, The
representative of tho retailers says the
Minister is not correct.

Mr. Raphael: Trouble begins when =z
couple get married.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The extraet
continnes—

The existence and actions of the board
have not improved the quality of milk, but
will rather tend towards the creation of o
deleterious effect. The quality of milk in
Western Auatralia hag always heen of a very
high grade, but by the continved inereased
costs saddled upon the retailer, it must either
forec him to protect his livelihood by the
violation of the regulations, or te go out of
business, The board has not encouraged the
supply of the highest quality of milk, as is
evidenced by the fact that it refumsed to
approvo of ecertain milk coniracts.

The Minister has spoken so frequently of
the board to-night that I presume that what
he said is a pre-speech for to-morrow after-
noon, when he will move the second reading
of the Metropolitan Milk Act Amendment
Bill. I feel, however, that the Minister, in
mentioning the board, the retailers and the
producers, has not been quite fair, becanse
the organisation I have mentioned does
represent the retailers. The Miaister quoted
but a few producers in comparison with the
total number of producers thromghout the
State. He certainly did not quote the con-
sumers at all. I am representing the econ-
sumers. I am representing the child who
eannot get whole milk. The Minister, by
these regulations, is doing everything be
ean to make it difficult for families to ob-
tain whole milk.

Mr. J. Hegney: You are not representing
my children,

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER:
don’t worry!

I wonldn't,
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Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Almost every
move in this House is for the benefit of some
sectional interest, an interest that takes ad-
vantage of our democratic Parliamentary
methods by lobbying members—

Mr. Raphael: What about the women's
organisations you were talking ahout?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: And using
arguments to secure votes for their particu-
Jar interests. In reply to the hon. mem-
ber's interjection, the women were not rep-
resenting sectional interests. They were
representing the community.

Mr. Raphael: I do not in this Parlia-
ment represent Mrs. Cherry, and I will not
be dictated to by her.

Mr. J. Hegney: Who did the lobbying?

Mr. Needham interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER : Order!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: The hon.
member was not present at the time. There
were many women waiting outside the other
night who wished to see him, but he would
net interview them.

Mr. Needham : On a point of order; I de-
gire the hon. member fo withdraw the state-
ment that when those ladies called o see
me I would not interview them. I saw them.

Mrs. CAYDELL-QLIVER: I withdraw.
The hon. member’s words were, “When I
speak in the House, you will hear then my
decision ahout this.”

Mr. Needbam: Quite right. You said 1
did not see them. Tell the truth.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I always am
truthful. I withdraw the statement I made
that the member for Perth (Mr. Needham}
did not see the women. He did see them,
but T meant to say that he did not speak to
them. T believe that we, as politicians, are
aware that we are not elected to legislate for
any one section of the community. Qur
whole thoughts, our energies, should be con-
cenfrated on passing legislation for the
greatest gnnd for the greatest number. We
gome to Parliament to represent the people
of the State, not sectional interests, such as
some hon. members have been representing
to-night. In creating boards, we give life to
sectional interests, The Milk Beard is an
example. Although I shall vote for its con-
tinuance when the Bill is brought forward,
nevertheless it is a board favouring a see-
tional interest. If will do whatever it ean
to secure a higher price for milk, or to re-
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duce overhead costs. I do not know what we
shall do whenr the whole community is gov-
erned by boards. I dare say that then the
boards will fight one another.

Mr. J. Hegney: Then we shall have or-
derly marketing.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Throughout
the world, the effect of such boards is palp-
able. They are created nearly always in
countries where there pare dictatorships.
Russia, Germany and Iialy live on boards;
they have boards governing slinost every-
thing. Of course, in Russia the hoards do
not make money for sectional interests, but
act for the good of the community, In other
countries, however, boards are created en-
tirely for the convenience of sectional in-
terests.

Mr. Raphael: T wonder if Hitler is listen-
ing-in to-night!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I wish you
were there, fighting against them.

Mr, Raphael: I have been up for enlist-
ment, and was turned down, so don’t poke
that into me. No white feathers, as far ag
I am concerned!

Mr. SPEAKER: Order!

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: I shall ask
the House to divide on this gquestion. I shalk
not mind if T am the only member who goes
to the other side. So lopg as I remain
in this House 1 shall stand for demo-
cracy and for the community as =
whole and not for one sectional interest.
T declare without hesitation that every vote
in favour of the regulations will be one
against freedom. The gentlemen who be-
lieve that people should be governed by
demoeratic pringiples are the very ones who
are deciding in favour of these unjust
regulations. The gentlemen voting for these
regulations will be voting for vested in-
{erests.

The Minister for Agmeculiure: That is
funny one.

The Minister for Health: You have been
listening to foo many bed-time stories.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: 1 feel that
behind all this is a sinister influence. Nof
the producers nor the retailers, but the whole-
salers, the men with big eapital are those
who are influeneing the Minister and mem-
bers opposite to put through these regula-
tions. It is not the retailers, the producers
or the consumers, but the large wholesals
interests who supply the party opposite with
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funds for elections and similar purposes.
That is why

The Minister for Works: You are making
yourself cheap and ridiculous now.

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: No, I am not.

The Minister for Works: Yes, you are.

‘The Minister for Health interjected.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! I must ask the
Minister to keep order.

The Minister for Health: Does the bon.
member think that what she has said is
decent?

Mrs. CARDELL-OLIVER: Members op-
posite do not like the truth. T conclude by
saying that regulations dealing with food-
stuffs should be submitted to and approved
by medical authorities before being gazetted.
I do not consider that any milk board or
Minister should introduce regulations of this
kind without first oblaining a medical
opinion.

Question put, and a division taken with
the following result:—

Avyes .. . . .. B
Noes .. .. e .. 26
Majority against .. o2
AYEE.

‘Mr, Boyie My, Watts

Mrs. Cardell-Cliver Mr, Seward

Mr, McDonald {Telier.)

NoES.

Mr. Coverley Mr, North

‘Mr. Cross Mr. Nulsen

‘Mr. Doney Mr. Panton

Mr, Fox Mr. Raphnel

Mr. J. Hegney Mr. Rodoreda

Mr., W. Hegney Mr. Sampson

Mr. Hill Mr. Shearn

Mr, Hughes Mr. Tonkin

Mr. Lambert Mr. Triat

Mr. Marshall Mr. Willmott

‘Mr., McLarty Mr. Wise

Mr. Millington Mr. Withers

Mr. Needham Mr., Wilsen

{Teller.)

Question thus negatived.

MOTION—UNEMPLOYED, HOMES,
Building Materials and Land Allotments.

Dehate resumed from: the 6th September
on the following motion moved by the mem-
ber for Swan (Mr, Sampson) :—

That, in the opinion of this House, it is
desirable that in order to assist approved un-
<employed or partially unemploved residents
of the State to provide homes for themselves,
the Government should supply the requisite
material for the erection of such homes and,
where necessary, should also make available
suitable allotments of land for the purpose,
the work of crecting such homes to be carried
out by the persons so benefiting; technical
agsgistance, if required, to be provided.

[ASSEMBLY.]

THE MINISTER FOR WORKS (Hon.
H. Millington—Mount Hawtkorn) 9.87: 1
desire that the House should turn from one
homely subject to & still more homely topie.

Mr. Sampson: The milk of human kind-
ness,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
member for Swan (Mr, Sampson) has placed
before the House a very attractive proposal.
He has submitted a scheme under whieh he
says homes can be provided, or the material
for them, at 8 cost of £64, £79, or—for a
more elaborate type—£84.

Mr.
course.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: The
hon. member suggests that no interest be
eharged for the first three years, and that
afterwards a charge of 5 per cent. be im-
posed. He also asks that land be made
available and that technical assistance be
provided where required. There we have
all the elements of a snccessful housing
scheme. In view of the actua] experience of
housing schemes in this State, I think it
would be well for me to inform the House
what has been done by the Government in
this direction. The projeet in which the Gov-
ernment has been interested has provided
for at least six types or grades of houses.
I consulted the Workers’ Homes Board be-
cause I deemed it wise that members should
know exactly what its experience has heen,
and we bad to determine whether the homes
provided under that scheme were too elabot-
ate. During the financial year ended the
30th June last the board approved of 144
building applications of a valne of £87,661,
whereas in the previous year there were 102
building approvals of a value of £70,737.
The expenditure on econstruction last year
was £96,462, and the number of houses com-
pleted during the year was 128. The appli-
cations since the inception of the Aet total
4,921, representing a value of £1,782,621.
During the last three years the board has
given special attention to the provision of
smaller wooden houses at & lower cost. A
large group of homes of this kind has been
completed at Mosman Park, the cost rang-
ing from approximately £460 to £560 and
the rentals from 15s. to 17s. 6d. a week.
The rentals include provision for rates and
taxes, insuranee, ground rent, interest and
principal,

Mr. Doney: Over how many years?

Sampson: For material only, of
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The MINISTER FOR WORKS: For
wuoden houses 26 vears and for hriek houses
32 vears, For these cheap houses appli-
eants are requirell to pay a deposit of only
£53, togother with €1 6s. lease fees. The
secnyity i by way of perpetual lease, which
ean he converted into a frechold title after
the improvements on the land  have been
repaid.  The ground rental charged is 3
per cenf. on the appraised value of the land
which iz re-appraised every 20 years in ae-
cordanes with the provisions of the Aet. The
Board vealises the necessity for providing
homes for lower-paid workers and is push-
ing on with its programme as quickly as
possible, However, there are very few dis-
{riet= in the metropolitan area where small
waaden louses ean he erected hecause of
the brick-avea rostrietions imposed hy muni-
eipal and road beard aunthorities.

AMr. Raphael: There is plenty of room in
Vietorin Pavk.

The MINTISTER FOR WORKS: Bays-
water is relatively an outlying distriet, and
vot the Bavswater Road Bonrd has fixed a
minimum value of £450 per home for that
distriet. The Workers’ Homes Board has
purchased land wherever possible, and at a
very low rate too, hut it has been vestricted
in its activities because Dbrick-areas have
heen declared not enly in the municipalities
but in the road bourd areas. The Workers'
Homes Board requested the Mosman Park
Rond Board to approve of the extension to
the adjoining allotment of homes of the type
already erected, bnt the hoard vefused; it
ingists on 2 minimum value of €600 for
any home crected on the adjoining land.

My. Sampson: That is too high.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Last
session the Workers” Homes Aet was amen-
ded to empower the hoard to raise eapital
by borrowing, and we expect that the pro-
gramme of building homes of a cheaper type
will he considerably increased this year.
The Premier informed me reeently that he
has made available for the purpose—this is
additional to the amount previonsly pro-
vided—a sum of £5,000 a month or £60,000
a vear. This amount will be utilised; ap-
plieations have heen received, and there is
no doubt that the additional homes will be
huilt.

Further. we have the small-loans scheme,
which is an interesting phase of this work.
The scheme was introduced during the de-
pression to enable people to earry out re-
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pairs, renovations and additions to their
homes, An amouwnt of £30,000 was ex-
pended on work of this sort during the last
financial vear and an additional sum of
£9,000 was set aside by the Government for
the continuation of the scheme. Loans totall-
ing £31,717 have been approved under the
scheme representing 266 applications. Loans
are still being approved to the maximum
amount of £300, repayable at 5 per cent.
interest over an approved term, with a
maximum period of 15 years for repay-
ment.

Mr. Sampson: Applicants under the
<cheme would already have a home.
The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Those

figures indieate the best that the board can
do in providing not only the better type
of brick house costing £800 or a little
more, but also a cheaper type of home,
the lowest having a ~value of £460,
but the local anthorities are now preventing
the hoard from building houses of the
cheaper type.

Coming lower down the seale, I have in-
formation ahout the MeNess Housing Trust
which was instituted in 1930 to provide
homes for pensioners, invalids and other in-
digent people not in a pesition to get homes
for themselves. The trust builds a small
wooden cottage having four rooms and front
and back verandahs, which is considered to
be the cheapest type of house that can pos-
sibly be built. It has two bedrooms, a living
room and a kitchen. I have a plan of this
tvpe of home before me, and the cost of
the simplest type, without anv ornamenta-
tion whatever, is £350 to £360. The trust
has to keep the priee as low as possible.
Coming still further down the seale, mem-
bers will reeall the homes built for group
settlers. They cost £200 to £250. Then
there was a scheme introduced by the pre-
vious Government for providing houses en
hlocks of land of 5 to 10 acres on the Herds-
man's Lake settlement. Those houses, whiel
cost £250 to £260, were of the roughest pos-
sible type; they were nnlined and, I helieve,
no bathroom was provided. 1 have a report
on the homes built on that settlement, A
sum of between £10,000 and £11,000 was
spent on the 41 homes, and although the
seftlement was begun as reeently as 1930,
only 13 of the 41 original settlers remain.
True, some of the settlers have improved
their blocks, but the reports ave that in
many instanees sueh improvements have not



624

been cffected. Let me go still further down
the scale in the endeavour to get somewhere
near the price referred to by the hon. mem-
ber, I would refer to the shacks built by
the Government at the Cauning dam settlo-
ment. They were merely temporary build-
ings for the reason that the jobs of the in-
habitants would last but & few years. I have
here the cost of a single man’s enbicle,
namely £36 unlined and £48 lined. For mar-
ried men's quarters, two rooms and a veran-
dah, the cost was £68 unlined and £135 lined.
The tenants applied for the buildings to be
lined as they were uninhabitable in their un-
lined state. Members will know what it
must be like to live in an unlined weather-
board building. For a married man, there-
fore, these very humble quarters, which will
be removed within the next 12 months, cost
£135. The member for Swan (Mr. Samp-
son} suggests that homes could be erected at
a cost of between £64 and £84, and that
the Government could experiment with 50
of these to begin with. I am afraid I ean-
not encourage him in that scheme. We have
had the experience of workers’ homes ex-
tending over a period—since 1913—of 26
years, The hoard has had experience not
only in respect of the building of homes, but
the purchase of land.

Mr. Sampson: The cost covers material
only.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I will
refer to that later. Under the Workers
Homes scheme people have the opportunity
to take up leasehold blocks. Is there any
part of the world in which it is possible for
persons to secure land under conditions as
zood as these? A valuation is placed on the
land. Invariably the board buys well. It
can aequire large areas, it puts the cost priee
on the land, and the householder is charged
three per cent. on that valne. From that
point of view the hoard is very economical.
The homes to which I have referred
were huilt under the contract system, a
highly competitive one. In every wayx the
workers’ homes scheme has been a sue-
cess, We have realised in recent years
that we must endeavour to revive the
eheaper class of home, and that iz being
done. Those who have homes in an in-
complete state are also able to come under
‘the scheme. Tn the case of the MeNess
homes, I have pointed out that it is pos-
sihle to oet down to a minimum ecost of

[ASSEMBLY.]

£350 per dwelling. The mover of this mo-
tion suggests that a block of land should
be acquired and that the owner shoutd pay
£1 per month for it. He also suzgesis
that, in some mysterious way, the land
would be a security for payment. What
seeurity would it be? The owner would
have no seeurity, for he would have no
title. It cannot be suggested that the
Workers’ Homes Board, if given charge
of sueh a scheme, conld lend money for
materials with the land as security. Ti
would have to take a chance whether the
owner was capable of erecting a habitable
dwelling. Despite the fact that there
would be no seeurity the hon. member sug-
gests that on the material supplied ne
interest should be charged for the first
three years,

Mr. Sampson: After the first three
years five per cent. eould be charged.

The MINISTER FOR WQRKS: I should
not like to think that any Government
would ecarry out such a scheme. It ap-
pears to me that the scheme itself is some-
what mixed. The hon. member suggests
that blocks of land could be acquired con-
tiguous to industrial centres. The experi-
ence of the Workers’ Homes Board is that
the regulations of the loeal governing
hodies do not permit of sueh a thing. This
would mean that the people econcerned
would have to go outside the metropoli-
tan area before permission could be given
for the building of homes of the type re-
ferred to.

Mr. Sampson: Carlisle would be a good
centre,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: I am
doubiful whether the erection of such
homes would be permitted there, I have
shown that the shacks at the Canning dam,
comprising two rooms and a verandah, cost
£135. That was the cost of the actual
building. The Government obtnined the
material at as low a price as anyone could,
and seeing that the work was done de-
partmentally the cost of conatruetion
could not have amounted to very much.
The hon. member also suggests that tech-
nical adviee should he given, whatever
that means. Not evervone ean handle tools,
1 daresay a trained carpenter would he
capable of erecting his own home, but I
do not know that the (overnment would
he justified in supplying material to anvane
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without first ascertaining whether it could
be properly utilised. I now come to the
suggestion that from five to 50 acres of land
should be obtained. I think that was in-
cluded in some previous suggestion of the
hon. member.

Mr. Sampson: It was referred to in a
letter.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: T pre
sume the hon. member is not mixing his
housing scheme with the ides of workmen’s
blocks,

M. Sampson: Noj it was suggested in a
letter 1 received.

The AINISTER FOR WORKS: The
scheme, therefore, is limited to industrial
areas, and to the provision of the necessary
land.

Mr, SBampson: It eould be extended to
country towns.

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: It would
extend to those who were unemployed or
were partially employed. It would be 2li
right to eonsider supplying material at cost
priee and furnishing assistance in the build-
ing of the homes. The hon. member sug-
gesls that the total cost of these homes
would be £84. That is not borne out by
our experience. Much as we would like to
make available some cheaper type of home
T do not think it is the business of the
Government, nor would it he desirable
to bunild homes of that type, seeing
that they could only be described
#s shaeks sueh as have been erected
at the Canning dam. We had betier
not start a fivst-class slum scheme, even were
the eost of building wundertsken by the
owner. The extra cost would not he very
great in such a case, but on the figures of
the hon. member there is no prospect of
providing homes ut that price. Further-
more, no local authority would agree in surh
homes being built within the metropolitan
area. The men concerned would have fo
be housed within a reasonable distanee of
their work. If they were taken 20 miles
from Perth, or any given distance away, and
houses were erected for them there, thev
would still experience difficulty in getting
transport to their work, So it wounld not
do from that aspect either. T regret that
scheme which looks so attractive on ithe
surface cannot be accepted by the Govern-
ment. T shorld mention that the Govern-
ment iz still determined to go on with the
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workers’ homes scheme to the limit of finan-
cial capacity. I have given the figures in
respect of the annual extension of that
scheme, The money that comes back in re-
paymenis is put into new homes. Further,
an additional annual sum of £60,000 wili be
made available for the erection of the
cheaper type of homes. Those homes are
within the reach of even wage-earners on the
lower rungs. It has been pointed out that
homes built in Mosman Park can be made
available at 15s. per week, which amount in-
clndes rates and taxes, insuranee, ground
rent and every other charge. That is an
entirely different matter from merely rent-
ing a house. The tenant makes a weekly
payment which ineludes all costs and also
an amount capitalising over a period of
vears. But when one gets down below that
scale, difficulties oceur. OFf recent years 1
have made many inquiries as to what could
be done in respect of the cheaper type of
home. Consulting with builders some years
ago I was informed that they thought a
weatherboard house could be erected for
£400. Xow, however, prices have risen, and
the cheapest worker's home costs about £450.
In the district 1 represent an extremely
cheap type of house has been built, but even
there the cost is nearer £500 than £400.
Thex are perfectly decent-looking houses,
but I am advised that they arc about the
cheapest type that ean be built. For houses
of that standard one has to go outside
the brick areas. I am informed by the
Workers' Homes Board that in many in-
stanees where cheap land is obtainable, the
local authorities refuse permission to build
weatherboard houses. That is one matter
we night take up with the local authorities.
Those authorities have autocratic powers in
this respeet. It is true that those powers
were conferred on them by Parliament, but
we now find that the Workers’ Homes Board
with all the goodwill in the world
is unable to carry out its scheme.
I really do not know how the problem of
providing houses will be solved.

There is an illusion, too, in vespect of
owning one’s own home. I do bot know
whether the mover suggests that if a man
obtains a block of land on which he pays
£1 per month, horrows the necessary money
for materials or has them provided, and
pays for assistance to ereet the home, he
owns in that home anything more than the
total payments of £1 per month he makes in
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respect of the land. The man may be under
the illnsion that the home is his own. Many
people have that illusion after having paid
a deposit.

Mr. Sampson: But such people are on the
way to ownership.

The MINXISTER FOR WORKS: Although
not paying rent, they are paying interest,
which amounts to the same thing. The
homes are not theirs. I have known of many
cases, especially hefore the depression,
where men paid not only deposits but met
many instalments, extending over two or
three years, and eventually lost the homes.
It is the merest illusion to suggest that u
man owns his home when he has a block of
land on time-payment and induces someocuc
else, even though it be the Government, to
erect the house, The problem is not solved
by those means. The man may be relieved
of paying rent, but assuredly he has to pay
interest.

Mr. Sampson: The interest wonld he a
very small sum,

The MINISTER FOR WORKS: Unless
the hon. member's suggestion is that the
Government can in some mysterious way
provide money free of interest, his scheme
is impracticable. And how long counld the
making of loans free of interest go on? It
has to be remembered, too, that interest
rates always have some relation to security.
I cannot think of any worse security than
that here outlined by the hon. member.
In spite of that he suggests that the
Government should lend money free of
interest for three years and fthen be-
gin to charge interest at 5 per cent. TIf
the Government could do that, it could make
the workers’ homes scheme much more
attractive. If instead of charging 5 per
cent. or 5% per cent. on workers' homes the
rate could be veduced by one-half, the wor-
kers’ homes scheme would be extremely
attractive.  Although this Government
or any State Government might degire
to grant such generons terms, no one
would aceommodate the Government on the
same lines. In respect of all money made
available to this Government interest has
to be paid. When money is ohtained from
the Commonwealth Goverbment, the inter-
est is simply deducted; it is not a case of
paying interest. I had an illustration of
that in connection with the wire-netting
scheme. The Commonwealth Government
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made money available to the State Govern-
ment for that scheme, but deducted the in-

terest when adjusting accounts. We ad-
ministered the scheme, and charged 1
per cent, for that service.  Because

we had to colleet our interest and sink-
mg fund, instead of deducting it like
the Commonwealth did, we Z£ound our-
selves behind on that account to the extent
of over £50,000 in my time. So that hefore
we begin to lend money free of interest,
or at a very low rate of inferest, someone
will have to show us how the money ean
be provided. T am afraid I can offer the
mover no ¢ncouragement whatever, Further,
it is a mistake to lead people to believe that
they can obtain homes on such terms. If
the seheme is to be financed under our sys-
tem, it is unfair to suggest that an unem-
ployed or partially employed man can be
provided with land and material free of
interest, and can own his own home, The
whole scheme, I am sorry to say, is one that
cannot possibly be entertained by the Gov-
ernment, I greatly regret having to dis-
courage the hon. member, becanse 1 fully
realise that the scheme, if practieable, would
he a very fine thing for the tenant—which is
all that the supposititous owner would he.

The hon. member will have to review his
scheme in the light of his investments.

T ean hardly conceive the hen. mom-
her putting up such a scheme to the
House. e is the last man 1 would have

expected to do it. So that althongh I give
him full eredit for his philanthrepic ohjec-
tive, T would fell him that neither this Gov-
crnment nor any other Government counld
adopt it. If we did adept it, he would be
the first member, when Estimates were being
considered, fo tell the Government that we
should adopt business methods. The method
of providing homes in the manner sug-
gested i5 not one that wounld meet with
approval from Parliament. T would not like
to justify the secheme, or present its balance
sheet, in say five years’ time. The hon.
member had better withdraw his motion, re-
consider the scheme, and submit a different
plan for providing cheap homes for the
workers—a most desirable objective. I shalt
he very pleased indeed if he can show ns a
better scheme, one that would justify itself
to Parliament. The plan sugeested in the
motion certainly cannot be said to justify
itself. It holds out no prospect to the people
of owning their homes. Tt offers merely the
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prospect of a shack, involving an interest
debt round the owner-tenant’s neck. There-
fore I hope the hon. member will not aceuse
the Government of turning down a practical
proposal put up by him to us whereby un-
employed or partially empleyed men can
own their homes. That is an illusion, and
no one knows it better than the hon. mem-
ber. Therefore I must oppose the motion.
I have spoken to it in order to demonsirate
what is being done by the Government in
a praectical way to provide homes in the
various grades I have mentioned. Our ob-
jective has been to meet the financial possi-
bilities of the workers, whether they are
fully or partially employed. In common with
others, I regret very muech the difficnlties
confronting those who are struggling, parti-
cularly those who are unemployed, to secure
a home over their heads, but I sm afraid
the proposal of the hon. member will not
solve that problem. If someone shounld dis-
cuover how cheaper money could be provided
for the Government, effect conld be given to
what the hon. member desires. Under exist-
ing conditions the Clovernment must make
certain that reasonable seenrity is available,
for we have to pay for the money we obtain
whether by loan or other means. As I said
before, the hon. member could very well re-
consider the whole question prior fo placing
it hefore members agam,

On motion by Mr. Triat, debate adjourned.

House adjourned at 9.42 p.m.
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Eills :

The SPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTIONS (2)—-WAR WITH
GERMANY.

Public Servants’ Superannuation
Benefits.

Mr. SHEARN asked the Premier:—I,
Has the question of the rights of civil serv-
ants and others under the provisions of the
Superannuation and Family Benefits Act
been considered in relation to those who
may serve with the military forees? 2, If
s0, what action has been or will be taken
to proteet their rights?

The DEPUTY PREMIER (for the Pre-
mier) replied: 1 and 2, The matter is now
under consideration,

Air Raid Precantions.

Mr, NORTII asked the Premier:—I,
Does the policy governing air raid preecau-
tions emanate from Federal, State or local
anthorities? 2, Is any plan being worked
out for the evacnation of eivilians from the
whole or portions of the metropolitan area?
3, What is the position regarding the stock,
quality, and distribution of effective gas
masks? 4, If undesirable, in the opinion of
those responsible, that answers to 1, 2 and
3 be published, will the Premier make the
same available to the Cottesloe Citizens and
Parents” Association?

The DEPUTY PRE\I‘[ER (for the Pre-
mier) replied: 1, The policy emanates from
the Federal Government. The plans for
A R.P. ave evolved by the State Government
in eo-operation with loeal authorities.
2, Preliminary planning for evaeunation
has heen and is being considered by the
State anthorities, Aetual evacuation depends



